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The SPHAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pa., and read prayers.

QUESTION—INCOME TAX ASSESS.
MENT.

Mr. NORTH asked the Premier: 1, Is it
a fact that all the items in forms HC and
HJ, which support the genmeral income tax
return, form H, are common to Federal and
State assessments? 2, If the taxpayer’s
figures for porchases, sales, valuation of
stock on hand, and deductions, ag shown in
forms HC and HJ, are accepted by the
Federal Commissioner or by the State Com-
missioner in his capaecity as Deputy Federal
Commissioner for the Federal assessment, is
it the practice of the State Commissioner
to also accept such figures for the State
asgsessment? 3, If any distinetion is made,
bow is it arrived at?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes.

2, Yes.
3, No distinetion.

QUESTION--POLICE PAY AND
CONDITIONS.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Justizn: 1, Is he aware that the members
of the police force in Western Australia are
paid between 3s. and 4s. per diem less than
the police in the other States? 2, Ts he
aware that there is a prevalend and grow-
ing feeling of discontent in the poliec force,
owing to requests for imereased pay mnot
being acceded to? 3, Taking into econ-
gideration the faet that similar services are
given here, is it the policy of the Govern-
ment to pay the police lower rates of pay
than those obtaining in other States? 4, Is
it his intention to take immediate steps to
inerease the rates of pay, so that the rates
will be similar to those obtaining in the
other Btates? 5, Is it not a fact that the
police have asked for a classifieation and
appeal board to deal with questions of pay
and conditions, and that the request has not
heen acceded to? 6, Is it his intention to
appoint by Act of Parliament a classifica-
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tion and appeal board with powers of ad-
ministration as requested by the Police As-
sociation? 7, If not, does he purpose ap-
pointing by regulations a board with powers
of recommendation only, which is oppesed
to the wishes of the Police Association? 8,
Have the executive desired to interview him
on any matters at all sinee interviewing
him on the question of pay on the 4th Aug-
vst last?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replicd:
1, This was pct so when information was
last obtained from the Eastern States somne
months ago, but steps are being taken to
bring our information up to date. 2, No.
3, Ko, but the rate of pay elsewhere ia not
the only determining factor in fixing rates
of pay in Western Australia, 4, When the
information sought is available the whole
question can be gome inte. 5, This gues-
tion has been eonsidered by the Government
and it is intended that during recess the
matter of legislation affecting the various
Government departments, including the
police, will be considered conmjointly ana
2 pniform system evolved. 6, Answered by
No. 5. 7, Pending legislation, in order to
give members of the force an opportunity
of appeal in regard to promotions, dis-
missals, removals, discharges, or transiers for
offences, the Folice Assoeiation were recently
offered an Appeal Board on which the men
and the department would have one repre-
sentative each, with a Police Magistrate as
chairman, and the association bave to-day
declineG the proposed Board of Appeal, and
consider 1t advisable to wait until the Gov-
ernment have had an opportunity of intro-
ducing logislation. 8, Yes, and whenever in-
terviews have been sought they have been
granted.

QUESTION—WATER SUPPLY,
TOTADJIN,

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Honorary
Minister for Water Supply: 1, What acre-
age of land under the Totadjin water sup-
ply extension is assessed at ls. per aerc?
2, Seeing that the estimated cost was
£33,000 based on a rate of 1s. per acre on
the land reticulated, and as the actval cost
has been only a little over £20,000, will he
see that the rate per scre is reduced as
promised?

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM replied: 1,
39,865 acres after allowing for exemption
for wodjil country equal to 6,619 acres.
Applieations for the exemption of a further
acreage of 2,100 are upder consideration.
2, If the 2,100 aecres are exempted, the total
revenue, assuming that evervone pavs, will
be £2,078 5s. per annum, whereas interest,
sinking fund, and maintenance eusts will
total £1,930 153. 4d., leaving an apparent
surplns of £147 9s. 8d. Even if the rate
were redluced by 1d. per acre the loss in
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revenue would oxceed the estimated sur-
plus. In these circumstances, and bhecause

it is possible that further applications may
be received for exemptions, no reduction
will be made during this financial year,

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, BUNBURY
YARDS.

Mr. WITHERS asked the Minister for
Railwaya: 1, Js he ‘aware that a serious
accident oceurred in the Bunbury railway
yards on Monday last, owing to men having
to repair wagons on an unprotected road?
2, If so, will he have inquiries made with
a view to remedying these conditions, so as
to allow men to work with some degree of
safety?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, An accident occurred in the Bun-
bury yard on the Sth instant, but it is ot
regarded as serions. 2, The information be-
fore the department is that the accident
was due to a misunderstanding between the
shunter and the examiner. The safe-work.

ing regulations lay down the procedure in:

all such eases, but obviously the carrying
out of such regulations i3 dependent upon
the human element. Fuarther inquiries are
heing made departmentally.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1, Inaspection of Machinery Act Amend-
menpt.
Introduzced by Mr. Wilson,

2, Permanent Reserves (No., 2).
tntroduced by the Minister for Lands.

BILL—MATN ROADS.
Report of Committee adopted. .

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.
Second Reading.

The PREMIER {(Hon. P. Collier—Boul-
der} [4.40] in moving the second reading
eaid: This is the usual taxing Bill

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: No, it is un-
nsual.

The PREMIER: -~that is brought dowa
each year for ihe purpose of raising the
necessary revenue by way of land tax and
income tax. 1 am sure the income tax
side of the Bill requires no explanation
whatever at my hands on this occasion,
The whole Bill is precisely similar to that
of last year and of preceding years, with
the exception, of course, of the amount of
the land tax. Apart from that, the Bill is
word for word similar to the measure
brought before the House last year. For
that reason it will not be necessary for
me to dwell at all upon the income fax
side of it.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We will do
that for you. .

The PREMIER: I hope the Leader of
the Opposition will be fair, and if he does
claim that I should adopt the same atti-
tude as X did last year with regard to the
supertax, for instance, I shall retort that
he should adopt the same attitude as be
did on that oceasion,

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: I have been
telling you all the cession what to do.

The PREMIER: If I am not to be per-
mitted to adopt a different attitude, the
Leader of the Opposition will net be
allowed to do so either. If he votes with
the Minister for Lands in support of the
supertax, as I am sure he will, keeping
before him the question of consistency,
tben all will be well.

Hon. Sir James Mitcbell: The Minister
for Lands is with me now.

The PREMIER: As I stated when de-
livering the Budget Speech, I wish that
we were able to delete the supertax this
year. I need not go into the figures that
I gave on that occasion regarding the
revenue ard expenditure for the present
year, It would not be possible to eut out
the supertax unless we were to make fur-
ther leeway than was done last year. As
a matter of fact, the result of the five
months of the financial year already vx-
pired has confirmed my estimate; indeed,
I am behind my estimate.

Hen, Sir Jumes Mitchell: No, you are

not.
The PREMIER: The position will have
tu improve considerably during the next
seven meonths in comparison with the
corresponding period of last year, if I am
to realise my estimate. There is no need
for me to pursue that question further, be-
cause the Hounse and the eountry know
that for the present year it will not be
possible to reduce taxation.

Hon. Sir Jumes Mitchell: We don’t
know that., We will show you.
The PREMIER: Very well. As to the

land tax, hon. members will see that the
rate has been increased to 2d. in the
pound. I am sure that the first thought
that will veeur to members of the Opposi-
tiou, who have been apprehensive for
weeks or months past as to what would
happen when the Bill was introduced, will
be one of surprize that the amount is so
low.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: Do not make
any such mistake,

The PREMIER: In fact, the more I con-
template the subjeet, the more I am
astonished at my own moderation,

Mr, Mann: Only 2006 per cent.!

Mr. E. B. Johnston: I suppose this is
the first instalment?

. The PREMIER: XNo, this is the whole
ot.

Mr. Mann: As the landlord said, ‘‘one
rigse only.”’
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The PREMIER: I know that some mem-
bers had in mind sometbing in the region
of 6d. in the pound, following on {he state-
ments I made during the elections. Those
statements were brought prominently be-
fore the -electors of Williams-Narrogin,
where T was credited with baving said
that if ounr candidate were returned, I
pledged myself to impose a good solid
land tax.

Mr. E. B, Johnston: That was taken
from the report of your speech.

The PREMIER: I am afraid I have not
lived up to the pledge, or threat, made on
that occasion.

Mr. E. B. Johnston:
understandings.

The PREMIER: This is a most
moderate tax that compares more than
favourably with similar taxes in every
one of the Stater of the Commonwealth.
Land taxation has been in existence smee
1906, and has not been jncreased. Al

You left no mis-

other forms of taxation have beem in-.

ereaged during the past eight or 10 years,
but land tax alone of all our direct taxes
—and T might alse include indirect taxa-
tion—has remained stationary.

Mr. George: Taxing land will not make
it produce any more.

The PREMIER: I am aware of that.

Mr. George: Tt will simply impoverish
the holders of land.

The PREMIER: But the hon. member
will not deny that the holders or landg,
whether raral or city, have enjoyved an
annually inereasing return from the land.

Hon. Bir James Mitchell: You get pro-
bate duty.

The PREMIER: We cannot wait until
people die in order to eollect revenus.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They are dying
all the time.

The PREMIER: The position of the
landowner to-day is oltogether different
from what it was when the Aet was passed
17 or 18 years ago. T venture to say the
land tax was then introdveed as a first in-
stalment. As a matter af fact, it was passed
by what might be deseribed as a very eon-
gservative Government, n Government com-
posed almost entirely of men representing
the landed and farmipg interesta of the
time. When the Parliament of 18 years ago
considered it was justified in passing the
tax we have at present, surely, with the
march of events and ilhe necessity for in-
creased revenue, we are justified in inecreas-
inp the tax to the amount set out in the
Bill! We would be justified, I think, in
levying a much higher tax than that for
which I am asking. It has been contended
in some quarters that our tax is equal to that
of the other States. I have endeavoured to
obtain information on the point, and c¢an
gay that, with the exception of Viectoria, and
perhaps New Sonth Wales, our land tax is
the lightest that obtains in the Common-
wealth.
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Mr. Mapn;:
perouvs States.

The PREMIER:
this eircumstance. .

Mr. Mann: Due to money flowing in for
investment.

The PREMIER: That may be because
their income tax rate is light on the higher
incomes, In comparing Vietoria with Weat-
ern Australia, I am speaking, not of taxa-
tion gewerally, but of land tax only. The
Victorian income tax on the higker incomes
is very much less than our own, and it may
be that has the effect of attracting money
to Victoria for investment.

Mr. Mann: Will you consider trying that
here, in order to induce Eastern capital to
come to this State?

The PREMIER: By reducing the income
tax?

Mr. Mann: Yes.

The PREMIER: I think it will be some
time before we ean rednece it to the level of
Vietoria's ineome tax.

Mr, Mann: XNot so far ag Vietoria's, but
reduce it a little.

The FPREMIER: T would be pleased to
do so if the position of the finances per-
mitted it, Western Australis and Vietoria
cannot be compared in that respect., Vie-
toria was fortunate in havinz the major
portion of its public works constrveted vears
ago, when meney could be borrowed at 3 per
cent. For many years past, perhaps during
the last generation or two, that State has
heen able to sit down and reap the benefits
of public works constructed earlier in its
history with money at a low rate of interest.

Mr. Mann: Wounld vou eonsider it worth
while inquiring to ascertain whether eapital
is not leaving the State to be invested in
Vietoria?

The PREMTER: Quite possibly it is.

The Minister for Agriculture: And capi-
tal from South Australia is coming here for
investment.

The PREMIER: T amn not affirming or
denying the statement. I know only what
one hears in a general way. I should not
be surprised if it were so, and I shonld not
he gurprised if capital were being attracted
to Vietorin from other States as well as
from Western Auatralia, if indeed it is be-
ing attracted from this State. That is a
condition of affairs for which there i3 no
help at present. Vietoria is a small com-
pact State, faitly rich, developed mony vears
ago, and so is producing considerahle weaith
per acre and per head of the population.
Beeause of its having no finaneial embarrags-
ment, that State ia ahle to carry on with a
comparatively low rate of income tax. W
in ‘Wegtern Australia are mot in a position
to do that during this vear. T hope we shall
be able to reduce, or cut ont, the 15 per
cent. super tax all round mext year.

They are the twe most pros-

Yes, but not due to

Hon. 8ir James Mitehell: Dn it this
year.
The PREMTIER: It is not possible to

do it this year, unless we disorganise the
general finances of the State. T helisve
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every member is anxious that we should at
least balance the ledger before we begin to
readjust or remit any of our present taxa-
tion. Let me set out the position of the
land tax in some of the other States. In
Queensland the tax starts at %%d. in the
pound up to £500, and rises for every £500
by a halfpenny, a farthing and so oa, until
the maximom tax is 6d. in the pound, plus
2d. super tax, The super tax commences on
land of a value of £2,500 and is levied
right up to the amount of £75,000 unim-
proved value, at which thé tax is 6d., plus
23. super tax, a total of 84. in the pound.
That value, of course, is very high, but tak-
ing the lower and intermediate values we
find that at £2,500 the tax is 214d.; at
£4,000 it is 2%3d.; at £5,000 it is 8d.; at
£10,000 it is 33%d.; at £20,000 it is 4d.;
at £30,000 it i3 5d.; and at £75,000 it is Gd.
in the poond. That is what is known as 2
progressive land tax. Tt follows the same
lines as does our income tax; as the value
increases, so the tate of tax increases. 1In

South Australia the tax up to a value of -

£5,000 is a halfpenny in the pound, the same
as our own. Over £5,000 it is a penny in the
pound, with an additional 20 per cent. for
absentees. Tagmania, with the exeeption of
one or two short intervals, has had conser-
vative Parliaments, and it is well known
that it has for generations possesscd one of
the most conservative Tpper Houses in the
whole of the Commonwealth,

Mr. George: There are not very large
estates in Tasmania.

The PREMTER: Tt matters not whether

the estate is large or smzll, the tax hae to
be paid. We have been told by the Leader
of the Opposition himself that the real bur-

den of this tax falls upon the small cottage
holder.

Ion, Sir James Mitchell: No, your in-
erease will fall on him. Yon are going for
him well, but T am going to protect him.

The PREMTIER: In Tasmania the rate
up to £2,500 is 3d. in the pound. There the
tax starts at 1d. as against our rate of 14d.

Mr. George: Our tax is 1d. on unim-
proved land.

The PREMIER: But in Tasmania it is
witlout distinetion. improved or unimproved.
From £2500 to £5,000 the rate in 114d.;
£5.000 to £15.000 it ja 1d.; £15000 to
£30,000 it is 1% d4.: £30,000 to £50,000 it is
2d.; £50,000 to £80,000 it is 2%d.; and
£80,000 and over it is 214d. That, too, is
a progressive fax and goes morh higher than
does the rate set out in this Bill. In New
Bouth Wales there is very little land taxa-
tion, so far as T ean gather, except in a
partion of the State known as the western
distriet. There the rate i 1d. in the pound
on the unimproved value. Tn Vietoria the
tax is 14d. in the pound on the unimproved
value of all land exceeding £250 in value.
Where the value exceeds £250, the exemn-
tion decreazes hv £1 for every £1 of the
excess, and so nltimately disappears at £500.
There is no exemption for land of a valne

{ASSEMBLY.)

over £300 in Victoria, but the rate is a balf-
penny in the pound. New Zealand was the
first part of Australasia to adopt this form
of land tax. I think it was passed in the
days prior to the Government of Richard
Seddon. In that Dominion where the unim.
proved value does not exceed £1,000 the tax
is a penny in the pound. It then rises some-
what similarly to our income tax, by frac-
tions. For every pound in ezcess of the
£1,000 it goes up until it reaches 7d. and
17/20ths of a penny, which is almost 8d.
in the pound. Where the value does not
exceed £1,000 an exemption of £500 is al-
lowed. These figures indicate that, should
this Bill be pasged, our land tax will still
be the lightest of any State in the Common-
wealth, with the exception of Victoria.

Mr. Sampson: What abont Tasmania?

The PREMIER: 1t starts at a penny
there, but goes np to 2%4d. All of the
States have a progressive tax as distinet
from ocurs.

Mr, E, B, Johnston: Ours is the heaviest
tax on the small man,

The PREMIER: It is not the small man
who complains.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: You wait,

The PREMIER: It is not the desire or
the intention of the Government that the
Consolidated Revenus shall benefit in any
way from the money that would accrue from
this higher rate. The Government imtend
to devote any surplus that is over and above
the revenue that would be received under the
present Act towards reducing railway fares

and freights, ’

Hon, Bir James Mitchell:
main roads?

The PREMIER: To roads and railway
freights. T want to make it clear that it
iz not intended to augment the general
revenue of the State by this means. Portien
of the money will be nsed for main road
purposes.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: How much for
main roads?

The PREMIER: We discussed that last
night.

Tlon. Sir .James Mitehell:
of tax,

The PREMIER: The Minister for Works,
according to his ficures when dealing with
the Main Roads Bill, requires the revenue
that wowld result from a tax of a half-
penny in the pound.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: That is what
we are doing, is it?

The PREMTER: That was his estimate,
Any balance that will acerue as the vesult
of the increased tax will he devoted townards
the tednetion of railway fares and charges.

Mr. George: Do you not anticipate a de-
mand for higher wages from the rtailway-
men?

The PREMIER: Why!

Mr. George: Because of the increased cost
of living, the taxation, ete.

And towards

Not the rate
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The PREMIER: This tax will not send
up the eost of living.

Mr, George: Will it not? If not, it will
send down the standard of living for many
people.

The PREMIER: It will not send up the
cost of Hving,

Mr. George: It will gend down the stand-
ard of living if it does not send up the
cost of living,

The PREMIER: Not a bit.

Mr. Sampson: What about bus proprie-
tors?

The PREMIER: This Bill will not affect
them. Members may caleulate for them-
selves the total revenue that may be re-
ceived under this tax, but may be misled
because of the return that was placed on the
Table of the House in response to the mo-
tion of the member for Toodyay (Mr. Lind-
say). It is set out that the estimated un-
improved value of the land of the State is
£40,000,000. This was discussed last night
on the Main Roads Bill. The member for
Katauning (Mr. Thomson) queoted from fig-
ures obtained from the annual report of the
Commissioner of Taxation, wherein it is
gtated that the total unimproved value of the
land of the State weas £27,000,000. T think
T corrected him oand gstated it was
£40,000,000. To that extent T was under
6 misapprehension.

Hon. 8ir James Mitehell: Yoru made the
statement.

The PREMTER: That was the veturm,
which showed that the estimated unimproved
value of the land of the State was £40.000,-

000, not the assessed unimproved value as’

it stands at vresent.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
the £40.000 000,

The PREMTER: Not at all.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: Yes, You gave
na thal figure. Will this tax be subject to
reduction in the case of improved land?

The PREMIER: That is subiect to the
Agsesgment Aet. The retorn, if taken asg
it is without being understood, is misleading.
The revalvation of Jands hag been goinc ont
for some time. The motion of the memben
for Toodyay was that a return be laid om
the Table of the House showing the esti-
mated wunimproved value of metropolitan
Jand. agrieultural 1and. and so on. The worl'
s¢egtimated’? makes all the difference. .

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It does, i

The PREMIER: The position is perfectly
clear when explained, The figures given in
the annnal return of the Commissioner for
Taxation are correet. They refer to the un-
improved value as assessed at present.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: But the valees are
being increased all the time.

The PREMIER: That is so. This i3 the
unimproved value as ot present asgessed, and
npon which the tax will be assessed and}
levied this vear. The revenue will be eol4
lected, not vpon the unimproved value of

We will take
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£40,000,000, Lut wpon the unimproved value
of £30,000,000. The criymated value of
£40,000,000 refers to the turc wh-u the re-
valuations shall have been completed. Cer-
tain arcas of the Btate have been revalued
and as a reselt the valuation has been in-
ereased. The officer who has been doing the
work, taking the areas that have been com-
pleted as the bagis, considers that when the
Stato huas all been revalued the total umim-
provad value will he £40,000,000. This will
not be completed for abont five years, hut
the worl: is going on all the time.

Mr, E. B. Jobnaton: Will an increase be
made every year?

The PREMIER: Yes, I am advised that!
it will be at lcast five years before we reach
the £40,000,000. If we take Table ‘‘M’:
on page 11 of the annual report, as the basis
and add £3,000,000, representing the in-
creased valnes that have bheen made sinee
last year, to the flgures contained in the re-
port, we get the total of £30,000,000. T ask
memhers to bear that figure in mind when
working out any results that may accrue
from the passing of this Bill.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We will remem-
ber the £30,000,000, but will not forget the
£40,000,000.

The PREMTER: The hon. member cannot
take the £40,000,000, beeause that wonld
be misicading. The hon. member asked for
the estimated values, and the officer gave the
values that he estimated would be arrived
at when the revaluantion had been completed.
It is not intended that the genmeral revenue
shall henefit to the extent of £1, but that any
increased revenue that will result from this
higher rate of tax will be returned fo the
people in the way of a subsidy for roads in
accordance with the Main Roads Bill, and in
the reduction of freights and fares on the
railways.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The Bill does not
say anything about freights and faras.

The FREMTER: Tt is not possible to put
that into the Bill, If it were, I shounld do so.
If I put it into the Bill it would amount to
an appropriation of money, and we cannot
appropriate money in a taxation measure,
It would be out of order to do so. This is
a toxing Bill only, and our constitotion pro+
vides that we cannot appropriate money un-
der such a measure. T sghould have no seri-
ous ohiection to embodying this in an Aet if
the hon. memher had any doubt about my
carrying out this promise with regard to the
expenditurc of the surplus revenue,

Mr. ¥. B, Johnston: It might be over-
looked while you are in England.

The PREMIER: I will leave instructions
asg to thig, sheuld anything eventuate in that
direction. T think it will be a good thing
for the people of the country districts. since
thevy wil! be more than compensated for any
increaged taxation that they may hava to
pay under this Bill, by a reduetion in the
charges thrt arc made upon the railways.
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Houn. Sir James Mitchell: They are to pay
the money ard then have it refunded.

The PREMIER: I think the farmers will
get back far more than they will be ealled
upon to pay under this Bill. Only a seetion
of our people wakes use of the railway sys-
tem. A large proporiion who will pay this
inereased tax will not benefit directly by any
rednztion in railway fares, because they have
but little oecasion to make use of the rail-
ways. The whole objest of any of our taxa-
tion measnres is to benefit the man on the
land.

Hon, Bir James Mitchell:
stand that.

The PREMIER: TUnder the Main Roads
Bill the money will be devoted to the coun-
try districts in making roads for those on
the jand.

Mz, Riehardson:
Peter to pay Paul.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: It looks like
robbing Peter but not to pay Paul.

Tha PREMIER: It may seem like tak-
ing it from one to give it to &nother, bat
the money will go to the most deserving see-
tion of our citizens, the people who are
engaged in the work of primary productionm,
and wpon whose work and wealth-production,
depends the prosperity of the State as a
whole. Tf tho Lesder of the Opposition can
claim to speak occasionally for the small
householder, I can claim to speak oceasion-
ally for the farmer and the landlord. Any,
further information desired I hope to be able
to furnish when the measure is in Committea.
I move—

That the Bill be now read & second
time.

I quite under-

It looks like robbing

On motion by Hon. 8ir James Mitchell

debare adiourned.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1924-1925,
In Commitiee of Supply.

Resumed from the 9th TDecember; Mr,
Lntev in the Chair.

Vote—Departmental, £107,751:

Hon, Bir JAMEB MITCHELL (Nor-

tham) [5.19]: 1 need hardly discoss the
actunl items of these Loan Estimates at
any length. The Estimates are mueh the
same as those of last year, in almost every

ling; and the totul is mueh the same as’

it was last year. JMoreover, the purposes for
which the money is to be raised are much
the same as they were last year, and prae-
tieally in the snme proportions. One item
T do not greatly approve of is that which
increases the amount for State frading.
The Premier: That is a very small item.
Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: It ia not
a large item, and of course we can remove
it when we eome to deal with the items.
T rm gure the Committee are against State
trading. The Premier has explained that
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we must carry oo works in hand. 1 trust
the hon, geatlewan will contioue to carry on
the policy of the last few years. It is a
matter of regret to me that these Estimates
contain nothing for workers’ homes. I had
hoped that an amount would by provided
fer that purpose.

The Premier: 1 regret it, toe; but 1
think that when the rate of interest is so
tigh building is rot wise.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
that before closing L shall be able to show
the Treasurer where he can do better than
Ly borrowing in Australia. 1f the rate of
interest becomes five per cent., 1 hope he
will find moncy by some means for addi-
tional workers’ homes. The Workers’
Homes Bourd have done wonderful work,
However, at present not only ig the rate
of interest vviy Dbigh, but building costs
are very high.

The Premier: 1f the cost of materials
should go down, 1 would be very glad lo
reconsider the matter,

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
pleased to hear that, becanse it is most
desirable to provide the workers with homes
of their own. In some cases, [ understand,
men are trying to pay as much as £15 per
annum per room, That cannot go on. No
industry ean bear the burden of sueh rents
as applied to workers. I hope, however,
that before long both interest aud costs
will be reduced. By these Estimates the
Premier enderses the policy of the pre-
viona Government for the past five years.
Naturally I feel flattered at that.

The Premier: I ecould not do otherwise
than T have done, unless I stopped all thesa
works; and I have no desire to stop them.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELI: Tt is true
that the Premier cannot do otherwize just
now; but 1 hope that when next year’s
Loan Fetimates come down, we shall still
find him eupporting the sama policy.

The Premier: When in Opposition T gave
a gendral aupport te the Public Warks
policy of your Government.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
vorrect; but there is now so much new blood
in the House that one does not quite know
where one is,

The Premier: We will train the new mem-
beras up.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Pre-
mier will have a toegh job with some of
them.

The Premier: They are coming on.

Hon, %ir JAMES MITCHELL: T have
tried to influence them, but I cannot man-
age it. In 1919 there was urgent need for
the creation of more wealth, to meet war
taxation, and other taxation imposed largely
beranrse of war disadvantages, and in order
that the work of developing this country
might proceed and employment be found for
the people. In those days the deficit waa
vory large-—as much as £650,000. There
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was Do room for increased taxation, and
no chance of getting additional money. So
the Government of the day determined upon
& policy of sgricultural development, with
the results that we know. Sixty-four per
cent. of the money borrowed during the
past five years has been loaned to men on
the land—soldier settiers apd farmers gen-
erally; and we are reaping the rewards to-
day. They were slow in coming, but thers
js still much to follow. That expenditure
provided for an apnual crop, and each year
the wealth from that source will increase.
This year there is a greai deal more than
last year, because of an additional area
upder cultivation; and next year there will
he a very larpe additional aréa. These
things are due to the expenditure of the
past; it takes some time for land to be
brought into wse. Not only have we hy
this means provided wealth which has in-
ereaged trade, but we have also arranged, T
contend, for the squaring of the ledger this
year. For last year the deficit, as shown
by the Treasurer’s figures, amounts to
£929,600, which comparea with £730,000 two
years previously. The reduction is due
entirely to the increased trade resulting
from the increased production of the man
on the land. And there is more to follow
this year. The money thus ereated is in
circulation, and mueh of it remaing in ¢ir-
culation, so that year bv year from this
source we get accumufated wealth, result-
ing in greater trade activity and more plen-
tiful employment. Tf this country ir to
progreas and prosper, we must have more
wealth every year, firstly because of the
dificulty of horrowing money, and secondly
because of the amonnt of taxes we have to
pay, the higher rate of interest, and our
greater burdens generally, including the
high cost of commodities. This high eost,
which T will deal with more fully Ilater.
is doe entirely to Pederation. 'The policy
of development must be followed up if the
peopla of thiz conntry are to live with anv
comfort at ell. There iz still much work
for the State to do. T think it was the
- Minister for Lands whe said that we ought
to get men with money to eome here. T
agree with that. Tf we conld get men with
money to eome, it would be an excellent
thing for Western Aunstralia; hut it haa to
be remembered that we waited for men with
money for 80 years, and at the end of that
time were importing onr flonr requirementa
from the Eastern States. Then a Govern-
ment with which I was associated deter-
mined that mouey should be fouud for men
without any means whatever to go on the
land. The result is known. Six years
after the initiation of that policy we were
producing eight times ss mueh wheat as
we mneeded for our own requirements.
To-day the result of placing on the land
men withont eapital, but possessed of
brains and energy, 8 an export of
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20 million bushels of wheat. From 400,000

to 450,000 toms of ~wheat will be
shipped from Fremantle thiz year. This
work of development has to go on. Men
without capital, but having energy and
brains, must be helped to settle en the
land. I guppose bon. members will smile
when I say that my public Iife has been
largely work for men on the lower rung
of the ladder, but it is so, Wa can uplift
humanity by providing opportunities for
the men who are here, and greater oppor-
tunities for their children and the genera-
tions yet unborn. While I want men ‘with
money; all we can get, to come to this
Rtate to engage mot only in farming, but
also in other enterprises, I still say that
it is essential the State should find money
for the settlement on the land of men
without capital. Let us stand by that
policy. Let nothing turn ue from it. The
Premier knows—npo one better—what high
rates of interest nmrean to the State. Tt
has to be borae in mind that the Govern-
ment do something more than borrow
money and lend it, pay interest and collect
interest. They collect taxation from the
men on the land, and they colleet taxation
from everybody else employed because of
the work of the men on the land. That
continues for all time. The money thus
brought into the Treasury is the money
that has squared the ledger, I have said
that 64 per cent. of all the money hor-
rowed during the past five years, while my
Government was in ofhee, has been loaned
to the man on the land, with the result
that the wheat Delt has heen carried very
much further east, out to Southern Cross.
In five vears two million acres of land
have beer cleared hv the people, largely
with Govermment help, but of course to
some extent without such heip. Imagine
a strip of land 20 miles wide running from
here to Busseltoa and cleared in the last
five years. There is still another strip
20 miles wide, reaching from lhere to
Busselten, to be cleared within the next
five years. We borrow money in order
that that may be done. I want fo sce &
strip 20 miler wide, from Albany to
Busselton, cleared within the next few
years. Then Western Australia will be a
place worth living in, The wheat belt has
had from the Government a very large
amount of money, something over eight
millions, loaned to furmers. That iy a
good investment, Now it is necessary to
spend money in the South-West. We want
money for the development of the land
from the Moore River to Albany. There
i3 & number of groups in the Albany dis-
trict, and a great many more to be settled
there. It will take money, but we need
not fear. It will be a good investment.
Then there is further land in the Busgel-
ton and Manjimup disiricts to  be
developed under the group system. This
work has te be dope if the country is to
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progress. I am delighted that the Premier
has placed this amount on the Estimates
for agricultural development, almost as
rmueh as was provided by me last year.
The groups in the South-West are nearing
the time when they will bave to be
stocked, If the country is to be sel-
supporting in foodstuffs we must have
apother 60,000 cows milked in the South-
West. Then there are required the pigs
that go naturally with dairying. The time
has come when these animals will have to
be supplied. Even now we have a Royal
Commission sitting. Ome wonders why,
especially when he reads the evidence. 1
do not koow if the Government expect
apything from the Commisgion’s report. I
do not expect much myeelf, go I advise the
Goverament to go ahead and stock those
farma in the South-West. Let us get some
results. The South-West is going to do
for the State just what the wheat belt has
done up to the present. I am eonstantly
meeting people who know the South-West.
Some have a good opinion of it. Others,
travelling along the roads, see nothing of
the cultivated country and so condemn
the district. But it is worth while to
develop land wherever we find it. There
is land between Fremantle and Bunbhury
that we ought to develop. Inquiries have
been made and drainage schemes started.
Drainage is really o national work. Some
members say, ‘“Why go to Busselton, to
Pembearton and to Albany for land, when
we have miles of land between here and
those placest’’ There is A good deal of
land lying between here and there, and
we eanr develop it while developing the
other areas. The land near to Bunbury
ought to be settled and developed. The
scheme that was under way might well he
gone on with, The Peel Estate ia turning
out wonderfully well, notwithatanding the
report of the Royal Commission. I do nol
think tha veport of that Cemmuission has
been 80 much as looked at. No commission
ever fell so flat, and none ever seemed so
determined that nothing good should be
discovered on the Peel Estate. Yet the
results down there fully justifv the work
of development, and justify its continu-
anre. There is plenty of land to the south
still awaiting development. T have lately
inspected land down taere that will surely
convince everybody of its wonderful value
for the growing of pastures. So we need
have no fear of barrowing money for the
development of our lands. The Minister
for Lands asked for men with capital
We all want them; we have tried 1n the
past to get them, but without snccess, and
notwithstanding that every Agent General
and every Government have attempted it.
We are not likely to get very many now.
If we must go on with the work of settling
men without money, it means Goveroment
help. The North-West, too, must receive
attention, and that in a Targe way. When
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we face the development of the North we
ghall have to send a good many people up
there to produee cotion and other erops.
Ag I say, such developmenr wmust be
tackled in a big way. [ suppose I shall
be accused of saying something that ought
to be left to the member for Roebourne
{Mr. Teesdnle), who says the same thing
so often. I am amused at the criticism
of the men from the North. They require
to pull together if they are to get the
Government to assist the North, when the
time comes, in the way we assisted the
wheat belt and are assisting the South-
West. No man bas done more for the far
North than has the member for Roe-
bourne. In season and ovt has he advo-
cated the growing of cotton, With
conspicuons ability and with more energy
than might be expected of a younger
man, has he advocated the claims of
the North. There are others who have
done it too, but I say without hesitation
that no man has done more to further the
settlement of the North and urge the Govern-
ment to spend money up there than has the
member for Roebourne. He insisted npon a
cotton expert being brought over here. He
would listen to no objection to a scheme of
Northern development.

Mr. Lamond: He was not very successful
in getting you to spend much up there.

Hon. Bir JAMES MITCHELL: The hon.
member is new to the House and does not
know anything sbout it as yet. As the re.
sult of the advocacy of the member for
Roebourne we spent in the North about
£100,000 on the Beadon jetty, and we spent
a goud deal of money in other wavs up there
too. New members will not trouble to dis-
cuss these matters with older members, and
g0 they aroe led inte making observations u
little wide of the mark.

The Minister for Mines: What merit is
there in merely spending money?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: In the
Minigter’s opinion there is no merit m anv-
thing. If we spend money wisely it i3 the
best we can do,

The Minister for Mines: 1 can tell you
where yon spent a lot unwisely.

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: In the
opinion of the Minister, very likely.

The Miniater for Mines: And my upinlon
is just as cormpetent as yours.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: ¥Far more
competent than mine or that of anyhody
elge. Tt would be easy to show where we
spent money and produeed the expected re-
turns. Take the four years and nine months
of the Labour Government’s earlier regime:
Tt covld be shown where many hundreds of
thousands of ponnds were spent to produen
no return, That must always be so. At any
rate we have got some resnlts from the ex-
penditore of monev, in the return we are
getting from our hroad aeres this year—
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that is, if only the lumpers at Fremantle
would put the stuff aboard the boats.

The Minister for Mines: We spent that
money.

Hen, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: You
spent none of it. The Minister can get up
and tel] uws that he put all the people on
the land, that he never opposed the settle-
ment of the wheat belt, that he advanced
money to farmers who wera down and out,
that the Industries Assistance Board was
well managed, that there were no complaints
anywhere, that everything in the garden was
lovely, that the people were entirely satis-
fied, that in consequence of the treatment
received from the Minister not ome farmer
left the land—he can say all that, and 1
will not objeet. I am not going io argue
with ham. He can say that nothing worth
doing has heen dome in this State that he
has not had a band in; and I will not object.
Yet his work is all ahead of him. As
Speaker he di@ good work, and I hope be
will now do good work ag Minister; but so
far his work as Minister is only eipht montha
old. He need not bother about the past,
Let him make his owa record now. I hope
he will succeed; no one will be better pleased
than I if he does well. But he must remem-
ber that the result of the work of a Minister
discloses that Minister’s capacity, He will
get nothing done that is beyond his ewn
ability to do. That test is being applied
to him now. The hon. gentleman has the
Mines and Agricultural Departments under
hip control and consequently there are won.
derful opportunities before him. I am sare
he will de the best he can, but he will not
get anywhere by asserting that everything
that the previens T.abour (Government 4did
was splendid, and that what was done by
other Governments wus of no value,

The Minister for Mines: T did mnot sav
that, but I do deny that you ever did any-
thing,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
claim to have ever done anything, although
T admit that T have taken a hand in the
work of this Parliament during the last 18
years. The hon. member came here a little
before that and therefore has had more time
to do things in this House than T have.
The ball is now at his feet. TLet him not
trouble about other people, and when the
time arrives two years hence for him to
give an account of his stewardship, he will
be able to tell us everything that he has
done. Anyhow, I wish the Minister luck,
and I hope the country will prosper with
bhim. The Minister disturbed me and brought
all this forward just as T was about to deal
with the pood work that had been done
for the North-West by the member for Roe-
bourne (Mr. Teesdale) who, hy the way,
has been so vnfairly eriticised hy a memher
of amother place, It is unfertunate fhat
we are not allowed to criticise members of
the Legislative Council, although apparently
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they can criticise us and say the most dread-
ful things about ua. Why is it that it can
be done there and cannot be done heref
Mr. E. B, Johnston: I do not know that
we are prevented here.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:
are, and it is monetrously unfair.

The Premier: We ghall have to alter our
standing Orders.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The viol-
ent attack that was made on the member
for Roebourne the other day is resented by
every member of this House, and more es-
pecially as that hon, member is not abla to
reply, I am aware that there is only
little provision made on these Estimates for
the North-West, but T take it that ample
funds will be provided when it is deter-
mined that the poliey in eonnection with the
North-West can be carried ont in a satis-
factory way. The mining vote has been in-
creased this year aid T Lope we shall have
gome result, I remember the mining Icpre-
sentatives in this House telling the previoua
Minister for Mines that there was a great
deal to do, and in a weak moment they de-
clared that they would advise him as to
what they thought ought to be done. They
did meet him several times but found that
it was most difficult to determine what eould
he done to assist to increase the gold pro-
duetion. The present Government intend to
appoint a Royal Commission to inquire’into
the matter. T do not know whether that is
necessary; 1f it is I suppose the Commis-
sion wil] be pppeinted. However, Ministers
have been in office for only eight months,
and in that little time it is not expected that
they would have heen able to assist to-
wards the discovery of new mines or new
wealth in our goldfields.

The Minister for Mines: We cannot make
the gold.

Hon. S8ir JAMES MITCHELL: T hope
fortune will favour the Minister and that
somebody will come across gold in gquanti-
ties. Considerahle provision has been made
on these Estimates for water supply in the
metropolitan area. That is expendituere to
which the Premier is committed. The met-
ropohtan area must have a good water ser-
viece and, having that, they must expect to
pay for it as they pay for all services of a
spacial character. There is to be expendi-
ture on trangport facilities. T am sorry
that the railways authorised—Yarramony
eagtward, Dale River, Femberton South,
and Denmark north—are not mentioned on
the Eaiimates, T am glad to see that a line
iz to be constructed to Lake Grace, and T
hope it will be built in time to permit of
the earrving of the wheat this season.

Yes, we

Mr. A. Wansbrough: We cannoft get
everything,
Hon., Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The

hor. member must not be too easilv satisfied.
We are committed to a number of railways
and we must see that they are built, \Touey
ia also being provided for the purchase of
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rolling stock. That is a healthy sign be-
cause it means that there is work for the
railways to do. The railways have done
magnificently in handling the traffie during
the last year or two,and I am glad to koow
that everyone in the gervice, from the Com-
miggioner down to the fettlers, is taking an
interest in the work of that great depart-
ment. Roads, too, are to be conmstructed,
and I notice that there is an amount set
down for drainape, though that is not as
large as I wounld have wished. I would lave
been pleaged to see the Bonbury scheme pro-
ceeded with. The development of this coun-
try is a responsibility of the Government,
and everyono will benefit by produetion. If
the country is as wondérful as we believe
it to be, let ue get to work and develop it.
One lesson at least we have learned from
the war, and it is the value of trade. All
the countries of the world have disenssed
the question of trade since the war, and it
is known now that if trade could have been
restored to the condition it was in when war
broke out, the nations of the world would
have been better off to-day than will be
the case when the indemmity is paid. The
thoughtful people of Amerieca have agreed
that trade activity ia of greater value to
them than the payment of loans made by
them to the Allies. Of course you cannot
maintain exporta without mamtamlng im-
ports. Trade, someone gaid, is really a
swapping of gnuds and if you do not im-
port you cannct export. The trouble to-day
with us is that our exports ezeced our im-
ports. T have glready said that we must
develop our country with money largely
borrowed by the State. Money borrowed in
Australia by the Government and by indi-
viduals is very costly. This ia due to the
loans raised prineipally by the Common-
wealth Government. What tranapires at the
savings banks i evidence of that. Every
time & loan is floated, a considerable sum
is withdrawn from the savings banks and
invested in the loun. We have to recmember
that continuous progresa is necessary for all
sections of our people. We are not yet
sufficiently developed to maintain a steady
flow of work for all workers in every trade.
Quite apart from what is done, if we can
maintain econtinuous: work, we will have
progress, but we must have money if we
want to progress. T am pgoing to show what
it means to borrow moaney in Australia as
against horrowing in London. The Pre-
mier’s Joan expenditure this year will be
about £4,000,000. He has arranged with
the Feideral Government to borrow in Aus-
tralia £1,200,000, and in England £2,300;-
000, This will cover his £4,000,000 of ex-
penditure because he will get £500,000 re-
stored to loan account by the farmers dar-
ing this season. .

The Premier: That does not include sales
over the counter here.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: The

Premier will not get very much from sales
over the eounter. Some £500,000 will come
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back from the Industries Assistance Board
as a permanent return.
The Minister for Lands:
we would be in a bad way
Hon, 8ir JAMES '\ITTF‘HFTJL Farmers
realise that they must pay up, and the Min-
ister has made that clear. With the good
season they are cxperiencing, and the price
they are getting for their wheat, they will

Tf it did net,

be able to pay, and surely will pay. The
Minister must be patient.

The Minister for Lands: T am, very
patient,

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Yo, yon

are not. You are very importunate. I am
afraid I was too lenient.
The Minister for Lands: T sball be

lenient when T get the money in.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: When
speaking om the Estimates I referred to
the baaking position of the Goevernment,
Our real banking js done in London and
not with the Commonwesalthk Bank. Many
memberg are proud of the Commonwealth
institation.

Mrt. Panton: We used to he.

Mr, A, Wansbrough: Yes, when it was
first established.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: When it
comes to a matter of financing the Comn-
monwealth Bank is not mach real use fo
the Government. We keep our aecounts
with that bank and we find it useful
for drawing cheques agiinst our account
there, The Commonwealth Bank hononrs
our cheques, but it i3 mighty little that
the institution does for the State. Tn
times of emergeney it does not give the
Government much real help. We must
remember that it is a Commonwealth in-
gtitution, but at the same time_the States
are treated fairly by the bank. The fact
canunot be denied, however, that the inafi-
tution is not of much real use ag onr hank-
ers. If we wanted £500,000 for a few
weeks the Commonwealth Bank wonld
hesitate; if we wanted that sum for a few

months, there waould be trouble, The bank
has not the capital
The Minister for Lands: Tt has a

machine for printing notes.

Ton. Sir JAMES MITMHELL: Even &0,
wa will always be obliged to do our resl
banking buasiness in London. When T
went Home two years agn, and interviewed
our bankers, it was of grest advantage tfo
the State. I was able to digcuss onnr
finances with the management and to tell
them ahout Westarn Australia and what
we wera doing with our money. I kad no
trouble in arranging an overdraft. We
eould have had £3,000,000 at 3 per cent.
interest. The rate is 4 per cent. mow, Tt
means & tréemendons lot to the State to he
able to work on an overdraft. That appliea
particularly to the construction of publie
works, hecanse we can complete the opera-
tions before there is any necessity to
horrow money. Apart from that we can
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use the overdraft and go on the money
market when it is favourable. By that
means the State is not forced to float
loans when the wmarket is uafavourable.
Tt bas to be borne in mind that we ecannot
go on the market just when we please.
We have to take our turn with other
States or dominions or even with other
parts of the world. We must meet the
market arrangements of the financiers.
Our bank has helped uve in these matters.
T am glad to know that the Premier will
be leaving for London very soon. When
he meets our bankers and discusses our
finanecial position with them, he will find
watters much earier than they are to-day.
I am an Augstralian and I like to see goods
rmanufectured in Australia boupht by the
Western Australian Government. I would
like to see those goods manufactured in
the State. ¥ do not know whether hon.
members realice what it is costing us to
make our purchases with money borrowed
in Australin. We have made a fuss about
the payment of £21,000 as duty on loco-
motives, That payment of duty is as
nothing compared with the disadvantages
arisirg from the borrowing of money in
Australia at a high rate. T do not know
whether we shall ever persuade the people
in the Eastern States who are making
money and have funds available for lend-
ing out, that if they desire more trade
they must be prepared to lend money
chaaply to the States. Britain lends
money to the dominions because she knows
that “we buy British goods. They adopt
this policy in order that trade may follow.
That is the custom of all great nations.
If we go to London, borrow money, buy
goods and pay for them there, 1t means
that London secures an investment io
Australia by the sale of those goods. Aus-
tralia has not tried to do the same thing.
Australian financiers make us pay the
highest possible rate for mouey and charge
the highest possible price for goodas. The
result is that under our system of borrow-
ing and loan redemption, we are paying
twice ag moeh as we would have to do if
we were to borrow in London and pay in
Australia, since we cannot eseape the
payment of duty. The Premier intends
to float a loan of four millions. He will
not get the whole of that money in Aus-
tralia. If he had to borrow that amount
in Australia, he would have to pay £6 Ts.
per eent., whiech would represent a cost of
£254,000 per annum ag interest. If he
borrowed that money in London, which
he could de much more easily by stmply
sending a cablegram to the bank, he would
have to pay 5 per cent. which would repre-
aent 8 eost of £200,000 per annum for
intereat. Our loans extend over periods
of 40 years or more and have to be re-
vewed. Our system is to provide for the
redemption by way of sinking fund in 40
vears' time or so. If we take the differ-
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ence between the Australlan and the Lon:
don rates over a period of 40 years, it
means an additional eost to Anstralla by
way of added interest, of £2,280,000. Then
if we take the interest on that additionat
amount that has to be paid in Londen, it
represents another £2 260,000,  Thus, at
the end of 40 years the extra cost to us
would be £4,520,000, That means to say
we would pay the £4,000,000 twice over,
once in London but twice in Australia if
we borrowed here. We could never think
of it. Some may say that we have an
enormoug Loan Bill. - We do mnot worry
much about the interest rates, whether
they be 5 per cent. or 6 per cent. As we
must borrow money over a long period of
wears, the result is as T have stated, Tt is
easier to explain the effect if we take a
figure like £100,000, because that amonnt
is often spent. 'We intend to spend
£250,000 on the East Perth .power house.
The eost of £100,000 borrowed in Awus.
tralia under our method of repayment by
way of sinking fund over a period of 40
years, at £6 78, per cent. compared with
the rate of £5 per cent. that would have
to be paid in Londom, wounld represent
£122,000 wore than if we borrowed in
London. I 2m keen -on seeing the deveiop-
ment of Western Australia pushed on at a
far more rapid rate than we are inclined
to go at present. I have no hesitation in
saying that we should proceed more
guickly and that we showld borrow large
swns of money a2t a cheap rate so that it
may be spent wisely and for the benefit of
everyone. The fact is outstanding, how-
ever, that we eannot borrow in Australia.
That is elear. We capnnot be killed by the
price of money and interest charges in
order that we may purchase our require-
ments under those conditions. Tt is im-
possible and it would be wrong. If we
have regard to the big increases in prices
eansed by our high tariff and hear in mind
the interest bill we would have fo meet,
we can see where auch a course would
land us, The high cost of money and
of goods is due to the tariff, but
the ¢ost would not be so high if the
money were irapsferred from London.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: That is why we are
poor. .

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Yet we
accept these high charges without any pro-
test. T do not lmow how much longer it
ean go om, but future Treasurers will have
a toagh job confronting them when they tty
to meet their interest hills and meet the
cost of povernment under such conditiofis.
I believe the exchange problem will be
righted. Ome result of inereased exports
over imports will be that Australian money
will have to be invested in London to right
the exchanges. Just imagine £50,000,000
of our money invested in the old land merely
besanse we ecannot import enough goods.
That money is -required for the develop-
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ment vf Australia and iovestment here with
reduced rates of interest. Bug the money
has to remain at the other end of the world
because we cannot exchange commodities on
an adequate basis. The Government have
100 much to export and too little to import.
With our small population Australia must
bave some measnre of protection. But our
present system of protection is hitting West-
ern Ausiralia in partieular, and the whele of
Australia in general, very hard iodeed in
many ways, 1 am satisfied, however, that
the exchange trouble will he overcome be-
fore very long but notwithstanding that, it
is necessary for the Premier to go to Lon.
don and interview our bankers if he is to
lo the best possible for this State. U know
from experience what it meant to this coun
try when T was able to go to London and to
discuss our affairs with our bankers. The
Promier will find the position much the
smre.  Western Australia is undeveloped
and it is more important to ns that we
should borrow where we ecan secure money
cheapest, and buy our goods where they
cost us least. Other States have money to
lend and if they lend it to themselves they
get it coming and going. They have their
manufacturers, too. Thus it is that the
whole advantage, if there be any advan-
tage, goea to them. T can certainly say
that the whole of the disadvantage lies with
ws, I am sure that the Promier will ereate
a good impression when he meets our
bankers, nnd T am also sure that when he
talks about £4,600,000 of loan iomey he
will have to save every penny for interest,
and make uwse of his averdraft in T.ondom
as long as he can get it for 4 por cont. or
3 per cent.

The Premier: T have a pretty substan-
tial overdraft now.

Mr. George: Don’t worry ahout that.

The Premier: Tt is good business,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, get
the aeeommodation as cheaply as you eam
and use your overdraft as long as jou ean.
When the Premier goes to London and has
discussions with our bankers, his task will
be mueh easier. T am not so mueh con-
cerned about the Premier, however, as T
am about the Btate. T have gome into this
finaneial question pretty closely and T real-
jse how advisable it i3 that the Premier
should proceed to the Old Tand.

Sitting suspended from £.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. Sir JAMES MTTCHELL.: T have
endeavonred to show how much better it is
to horrow in T.ondon, and T hope my views
have econvineed the Premier, at snv rate to
some extent, that it is impossible to go on
horrowing money in Australia at the Aus-
tralian rate, even to the tune of a million
a vear. T have shown what it means te
borrow fonr million pounda. and il is easy
to calenlate what it would cost fo horrow
ane million. We huy gonds at the highest
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possible rates, and we borrow iuoney at
the highest possible rates, because we bor-
row in Australia to pay for the goods. The
double disadvantage cannot he faced. 1
bhope I bhave satisfied members that our
banking should be dome in London. It is
neeessary to face the banker sometimes if
we are to get terms of advantage to the
State. SBufficient banking uceommodation
grapted at the right trme and in the right
Mace means a great aleal in actusl cash
saved to the State. [t is impossible to cal
culate just how much, beeause under the
system of banking in London, we do not
have to borrow the monev hefore we do the
work. We pay interest on the daily bal-
ance, and the work ia well advanced before
we need borrow, which is cheaper and bet-
ter than the old system. I hope mnothing
will prevent the Premier from making a
trip to London. When I say that, I am
speaking in the interesta of the people.
Trobably I should not have mentioned it
without first telling the Premier that T in-
tended to do so, but it is a public duty.
We have before us the great work of de-
veloping this vast State, and its develop-
ment is necessary in our own interests, and
perhaps even more necessary in the inter-
ests of the Commonwealth nand of the
Empire. T hope the Premier will go to
T.ondon te discuss these questions with the
peaple:- whe will henefit from the popnlating
of Australia and the building up of a
great customer for the Old Tand. Mining
revival will come from eapital supplied
largely from Tondon. If Wiluna is de-
veloped, as we have very reason to believe
it will be, it will mean the introduetion of
a lot of eapital.

The Premicr: T have reccived a letter
to-day from the people interested in Wil-
una.

Hon., 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: T think
they are doing their part. They are mak-
ing a thorough test of the field, are they
not?

The Premier: Yes. They say if the shaft
ginking now going on benrs out the resulta
of the bering, they will raizs a large amount
of capital at Homa.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
good newe. Tt seems that the Government
could not do hetter than agree to submit a
Bill for the construetion of the railway it
the company nrc prepared, after cloze ex-
aminatior, t¢ put up sufficient money to
develop the fiekl. We want that done;
Tt is all very well to talk about mining de-
velopment. We can and do work the small
shows, but if we are to have a mining re-
vival, it wil! come from the exvenditure of
large sums of money supplied by people who
can afford it. We in Western Australia are
not very keen on shares, but nenrle in tha
Ol Country are. It would be of advant-
age to the State if the Premier were able
to ment the wen who influence mining, In
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London everyone does not Jook into the
question of investmenta .for himself, He
trusts someone to suggest an investment,
When the Premier goes to London he will
probably meet only one man, Lord Glendine,
who will fix things up while he waits, If the
price suits, he will arrange to fix things on
# eertain date, If the Premier wants a re-
newal loan he does not go to the people who
hold the serip; he goes to Lord Glendine,
whe arranges for it to be done at a certain
price and at a certain time. The Premier
will not wneet hundreds of men whe put up
money for these ventures, he will meet one
man who can say yea or nmay. That is the
strange part of about it, and it is the more
important that we should not be misunder-
stood. It is important that the mea who
control money for investment should meet re-
presentatives ¢f the State and diseuss mat-
ters with them, We want a large sum ot
money for mining, and if we ean pet Wiluna
going and it proves successful, I daresay it
will r23uli in & large amount of money being
brought into the State. Some people in Lon-
don seem to enfertain great doubts regard-
ing the future of Weatern Australia, hut 1
think they are more concerned about labour
difficultics than they need be. Swuch difficul-
ties occor all the world over, The value of
investments aod the chances of suecess can
best be explained to the London people by
the head of the Government. There are other
matters T eouid discuss, but T do not know
that members arc very interested in the sub-
jeet of finunce. It is & dry subjeet, and 1
am afraid they do not care much about it so
long as the Fremier has some money to give
them for a road, a culvert, or 2 new bicyels
track, or to help make a trotting track at
Fremantle. I should like to assure members
that tho very life of this country depends
upon Goverument activity, It is a pity n
shonld be so, but the finances, private and
publie, are such that the very employment ot
our people depends upon the ability of the
Government to finance satisfactorily, This
is well worth tho serious thought of mem-
bers. It i mo{ a bit of use saying, ‘‘Here
are 500 men who want jobs,’”’ unless we
know where we can get money to provide
the work, Men will fall out of employment
unless we are able to keep the work going.
It is onr duiy to see tbat the progress of
the eountry is sueh that there will be rd
shortage of work. God knows there is oppor-
tunity. We can create wealth, but before we
get to that stage, we have to spend money in
order that the spade work may be done. Let
members realige that it is no good telling
a man he cught to have work, or good pay or
that he should Iive under improved econ-
ditions, vmless we provide, as we must do,
for incressed development. Progress is all
toa slow everywhere. The Premier knows
that if we had developed the wheat belt 40
vears anoner, we would not be in the position
in which we find ounrselves to-day. Just as

2313

we were late in developing the wheat belt, a0
we are late in developing the South-West and
tha North West. We are now faced with the
dificulty of carrying on development at veryl
muceh higher coets, and under disadvantages
east upon ud by Federation, the high tariff
and s0 on. So it is the more necessary that
the Government should interest themselves
¢losely and actively in this work. I congrat-
ulate the FPremier upon having stuck zo
closely to the Estimates of his predecessor.

The Premier: Following a good example.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL; A very
good example indeed, I cannot associate my-
self with one or two of the items, but aparh
from those exceptions, I could well adopt
these Loan Fatimates as my own,

Mr. A. Wanshrough: To which one do yow
object—the State Implement Works?

Hoa. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
mind saying that the speech delivered by
the Premier might wall have come from me
when I had the pleasure of introducing Loan
Estimates. Oh, yes, he is getting on.

Vote pat and passed.

Voie—Railways end Tromways,
£668,008:

Item, Bails and Fastenings—Ratlways,
£30,600.

Mr. GEORGE: S8eeing that the Govern-
ment have lately embarked on a policy of
borrowing raile—they propose to take up
the Lake Clifton line—they might east
around and congider a large number of rail-
ways laid to mining Qistricts that have not
fulfilled the hopes of the people. There is
the Sandstone railway. Another ias the Lavor-
ton railway, which ia very little wsed. I
think a train runs about omce a month on
some of the linea.

The Premier: No, once a week.

Mr. CEORGE: The question of horrow-
ing rails from lines that are not of as much
use a8 we would like them to be, should receive
very careful thought. The price of rails is
very high; £15 per ton has been paid for
second-hand rails in the last two months and
conld be obtained to-day. The rails in some
of the lines were obtained for probably £4 to
£6 per ton, and if they were borrowed to
asgigt the agricultural districts, they ecould
be replaced when mining developed, as it is
intended to replace the Lake Clifton line
later on.

The Premier: That is your joke.

Item, Rolling 8tock— Railways, £185000.

Mr. GEORGE: 1 wish to refer to a few
remarks attributed to the Minister at a meet-
ing last night. It looks as if the £125,000
will be required principolly for locomotives,

The Minister for Railways: No, That is
for the next couple of years.

. Mr. GEORGE: This business of extend-
ing our railways without providing an ade-
qoate supply of rolling stock for the exten-
sions can only end in a worse state of

efe.,
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affairs than we bave to-day. Already there
is a shortage of trucks. I should like to see
the vote for rolling stoek placed imn such
a position that whenever a new line ia being
built the proportion of rolling stock neces-
sary for it is at once put in hand. Our
rolling stock never has kept pace with our
increased mileage of railways. If the Mid-
land Junection workshops cannot build the
trucks, someone else will be prepared to de
go. Our rolling steck regquires a thorongh
overbauling. The coaching stock and freight
wagons should also be added to. - If the
stock were increased the work of the rail-
waye would be faecilitated, the agcommoda-
tign for the public won)d be improved, and
the working costs would come down. :

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: A
congiderable portion of the £125,000 will he
used for the new locomotives In the pro-
gramme Jaid down for this year there is the
eonstruction of tem *L.'’ class lacomotives
to cost £37,000; vacommn brakes on goods
stock, £3,750; 500 ndditicnal tarpaulins;
two Dbogey and two sheep wagons for the
Port Hedland-Marble Bar railway; the con-
version of 50 '1’7 wagona intn e
wapona capable of carrying ten ‘tons: enc
suhurban coach of 8 pew design, and 50
new ‘G C’’ wagons. These will cogt ghout
£48 000. Tn addition the ten new Jocomotived
will cost about £90,000. TIf the duty of
£21,000 is remitted by the Commonwealth
Government we shall have still more money
with which to bnild rolling sfock., We haves
a considerable number of bodies of (1 (Y
trucks which were converted into other
trucks =ome years ago, but which can e
ntilised by adding othar wheels and other
under earriages. Some of the duty has al-
ready been paid on the material that hag
beenlanded. Tt is gererally recognised thatl
rush work is expensive. If we can s0 ar-
range our plans that we know what we are
going to do, and have a steady aystem of
development in the matter of rolling stoekl
8o that we may keep ahead of actual reauire-
ments and repair and paint the rolling stock
that requires attention, we shall be in a
better position than we are in to-day. With
rezard to the passenger traffie, for the next
four werks we shall not have a single car-
riage available in case of emergeney. If
anvthing gees wrong with our wagons we
ghall have ta eurtail the service. Practieally
every conch will ke in uee, Some of the ears
rinces are ir need of painting and repaje-

ing, but we cannot take them off the traffie’

to carry ont thia work.

Mr. George: Yon agree that if von had
the monev you would build more rolling
atoek?

The MINISTER FOR RATI,WAVS: Vo3,
By reorganising and rvearrangine {hines we
have heen able to increase onr dailv mileace
of rolling stock from 23 miles tn 27 miles,
But for this we would nnt have heen ahle
to get along with the relling stack we have,
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Under the present system it is proposed to
add to the rolling stock each year. By this
means we ghould be able to keap a certain
oumber of men in regular employment. We
ghould not have a hundred good men work.
ing to-day and be obliged to put them
off after three months, and be faced with
the difficulty of replacing them when work
is brisk onece more. We hope to have a
steady working programme, and have on
band at all times good men to deal with the
roiling stock. It will then net be necessary
to import anything, for we shall have the
shops, the niachinery, and the men., Every-
thing that has been done at the workshopa
during the past five years has been done bet-
ter than if the stock had been imported. The
men know they have to keep the rolling
stack in reasouable repair, and have put
their best work into it. Aceording to the
programme laid down for the next three
years a certain amount of additional rolling
stock will be under canstruction all the time.
Unnecessary rush will thus be avoided and
unnecessary expense that is usvally assoe.
iated with rush work.

Mr. J. 11, SNITH:
Ttem 22.

The CHAITMAN:
not yo back to that.

Item—-Surveys, new lines, €400

Mz, GRIFPFITHS: How far is it proposed
to extend the Yarramony Eastwavrds line?
T understand that the survey has been comn-
pleted from the Wryaleatechem-Bencubbin
line. Ts anything contemplateil with regard
to an extensicn from Bencubbin?

Mr. J. H, SMITH : Is it proposed to can-
struct a new line from Jarnadup to Pem-

T want to deal with

The hon. member eain-

. berton? I understand the Existing Lines are

not prepared to take over that railway on
acoount of its bad condition. Is it proposed
{o survey a new route?

The CHATRMAN: This survey was madle
gome time ago.

The Premier: The han,
the relaying of the lime.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member is
out of order. T understand the line is al-
ready built,

Mr. .J. H. SMITH: Why has no provision
been made for the asnrver of the line he-
tween Manjimup and Mt. Barker, as re-
commended by the advirory hosrd?® Tt ia
important that this tract of conntry should
he opened up.

The CHATIRMAN:
aunthorised?

Mr, J. H, SMITH: No,

The CHAIRMAN : Then the lion. niember
iz out of order.

Me. J. TI. SMITH: T vnderstand that
when speaking on the T.oan Fsatimates one
ean ask the reasnn why an item has not
been provided.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member is
out of order. 'This is a qnestion of the
survey of new limes.

member meany

Has the survey heen
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My, J. H, SMITH: [ shall move to dis-
gent from your ruling, Mr. Chairman.

[Mr. Smithk banded in his motion of dis-
sent in writing, ]

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member’s
motion to dissent refers to the Bridgetown-
Jarnadup railway item, which has been
passed by.

The Premier: The item whieh the member
for Nelson misgsed ia No. 22,

The CHAIRMAXN: I ruled the member
for Nelson out of order in discussing om
Item 31 2 railway mentioned in Item 22.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: I am disagreeing
with the Chairman's ruling that a proposed
railway which is not wmentioned on the
Estimates cannot be discussed.

The CHAIRMAN : This is not a question
of an item not being on the Estimates.

Mr. J. H. 8MITH: I bowed to your rul-
ing in that direction, Sir; and then you
ruled against me for discussing a railway
that is not on the Estimates. .

The CHATRMAN: Certainly not. The
hon. member’s motion of dissent is not in
accordanee with my ruling.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
member for Nelson first thought the item
referred to the Jarnadup-Pemberton rail-
way. Now he understands that the refer-
ence is to the 17-Mile Siding—something
done without Parliamentarv nuthority. The
hon. member wants to discuss the exten-
sion of the Pemberton line to Northeliffe,
which I think comes under this vnte,

Mr. GEORGE: On page 13 there is an
item, Bridgetown-Jarnadup extension devia.
tion. In eonnection with that item the
anticipated progress to the 30th .JJune next
is not mentioned. The hon. member’s
point is that the Bridgetown-Jarnadvp es-
tension is not completed, and that he is
secking infermation in the intorests of hig
constituents.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T am one
of the oldest members here, and during my
time in this House it has always been the
rule that if a member wanted to bring np
anything with regard to a division, he must
do it om the peneral discussion. When we
are on jtems, a member ean only deal with
what an item refers to.

The PREMTER: On a point of order, 1
think we ought te know just where we are.
Is the member for Nelson going on with
his motion of dissent? If so, all this dis-
cussion is entirely ont of order. TIf not,
we should procced with the items.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: It is only natura) to
suppose that if T hand in a2 notice of dis-
sent, T desire tn o on with it.

The CHATRMAN: My ruling was that
the member for Nelson could not refer to
Ttem 22 on Ttem 31.

Mre. J. H. SMITH: T howed to your
roling in that respect, 8ir; but my hrief
experience is that one can inquire, in eon-
nection with railways or roads, why a sur-
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vey has nof bLeen made for such and sueh
a work, and why an item for it does mot
appear on the Egtimates?

Mr, TAYLOR: I think there is a mis-
apprehension. The member for Nelson rose
to speak on Item 22, which he thounght was
Item 31, RBeing rvled out of order, the
hon. member said, *“I will discuss the mag-
ter on Ltem 31.77 When you ruled him out
of order for the sevond time, Mr, Chairman,
he was discussing sthveys.

The CHAIRMAN: | am informed that
the survey in yuesiion s not in the vote.
[£ that is so, it c¢annot be discussed now.
It should have been referred to in the
general discussion. We are now dealing
with Etem 31.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Ooee again, Sir

The CHATRMAXN: 1 rule this moticn to
dissent out of ormler. It does not dea) with
my rnling.

Mr. J. H, SMTTH: May T refer you to
page 13, Mr, Chairman?

The (HAIRMAXN: Nao. T eounot aliow
anv further discussion on this,,

Mr. J. M, SMITH: T regret, then, that
T shall have to move to dissent from wour
ruling.

The CITATRMAN: The hon. member will
have to put up his dissent in a form dif-
ferent from that which he has submitted:

The Premier: The member for Nelson is
making a farce of the proeceedinps.

The CHATRMAN: The member for Nel
gon will have to send wp his notire of dia-
sent in writing, so that it may he under-
stood. The notice of dissent which he has
handed in is not in order.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: Well, T don’t know
what vou did rule.

Mr. SAMPSON: T desire to draw atten-
tion te the need for a survey in the Upper
Darling Range distriet.

The Premier: That is ouf of order.

The ("HATRMAXN: The item refers to
new gurveys.

Mr. SAMTSOX: Has any provision béen
made for a new survey in connection
#ith the Upper Darling Range railway with
the objeect of eliminating the dancerovs and
costly zig-zag railway? T hope that if it is
not provided for, eomsideration will he given
fo it :

Me. HOLMANX: Membkers are centitled to
know the details of the item. The Minister
for Works should be ahle to give informa-
tion as to what surveva are proviled under.

The Premier: That information will be
found on page 13 of the Fstimates,

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: The
member for Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith)
wishes to know whether the item covers the
Pemberton-Northeliffe survey.  Rurely the
Minister ean tell us- that!

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The
surveys piovided for are Lake Grace-
Newdegnte, Norseman-8almon Gums, Pem-
herton-Northeliffe, Pithara-eastwards, and
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Yarramony eastwards.
he finished before June.

Ttem—TWater supply, new lines, £50,000:

Mr. LATHAM: Some veference has been
made to the Narembeen-Merredin extension.
There is a streteh of line from Merredin to
Dndinin, where there is no water supply at
all. Also at Wadderin Rock, on the Narem-
been-Merredin line, there is great need for
a supply.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T have
not all the details as to where the supplies
will be actually put in, but I am confident
that one is to be furnished at Wadderin
Hock,

Nem—Wyaleatchem-Mt. Marshall
gion to Dowerin-Merredin, £600:

Mr, GRIFFITHS: 1t has been asked
that this line should ire extended amother
10 miles. Certainly something should be
done for those people in that district, a num-
ber of whom have been there for 12 years.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No
money is provided in this item for that ex-
tengion. This is only to complete the auth-
orised work,

Item—Tramways, Perth electric und ez-
tensions, £50,000:

Mr. GEORGE : When, the other night,
the Minister eomplained of the competition
of the charabanes with the trams, my reply
was that the charabancs must be filling &
public need or they wounid not be patronised
go well ag they are. Why he loses passengers
on the Claremont to Perth route is hecause
the tram takes 50 minutes, whereas the
charabane does the journey in 17 minutes.
The Minigter might improve the tramway
service by extending the Claremont line, and
joining up with the Mount’s Bay line at
Crawley.

The Premier: The Claremont line should
never have been built on its present route.

Mr. GEORGE: If that were done the
time for the journey would he reduced to a
little over 30 minuntes, and so the Minister
would eapture a Jot of the traffic now going
to the charabanecs.

The Minister for Lands: Why didn't vou
adopt the Royal Commission's recommenda-
tions?

Mr.
that.
ister.

Item—Electric power station, East Perth:

Mr. GEORGE: Then, the other evening,
the Premier was speaking of the East Derth
station, and the money expended on it. T
interjected that it would not be wasted. But
one newspaper reported me as merely having
gaid ‘‘wasted,’’ as if I meant the money
spent on the Bast Perth station had been
wasted. I never said anything of the sort,
and nothing but a wilful perversion of words
conld have attributed it to me.

Mr. NORTH: The Premier, while in
England, should lock into the question of

Those surveys will

exrten~

GEORGE: T know nothing about
I am merely trying to help the Min-
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power stations, and see whether it would not
be wise to embark immediately on the larger
Collie power scheme thrawn over by the
select committee in favour of a local Collie
power scheme. Owing to the water difficulty
there is at East Perth only a limited poe-
sible extension to meet requirements.

The Minister for Railways: Oh no, we
can get over that difficulty.

Mr. NORTH: Obviors advantages wounld
acerue by the introduction of the main Col-
lie power scheme, which would serve not only
Perth, but all the country between Perth and
Collie, and on to Bunbury. That scheme is
of the utmost importance. In that opinion I
am backed up by the General Power Con-
ference that sat in London.

The Premier: Our cleetrical engineer at-
tended that conference.

Mr. NORTH: Let me read a couple of
statements made by experts and politicians
at that conference. Sir Philip Lloyd Green,
M.P, suid:—

Few thinps would do more to assist im-
migration than the development of the
Dominion’s power resources. Power de-
velopment would be an imporiant factor
in decreasing the cost of living, and would
imereage the prospects of Empire settle-
ment.

On another day at the same conference, this
wag gaid:—

Ag the result of war wnstage, there was
insufficient wealth in the world to main-
tain the pre-war standard of living. The
only practical aid was development of
electrical power. As compared with the
TUnited States in respect of such develop-
ment, Great Britain was a bad second.

Following upon that pewer conference the
f“West Australian’' newspaper advoented
the importonce of power development in
Western Australia. 1 will not read what
was written, because T realise that Mr.
Teylor is visiting England and Ameriea
looking into the question. I do, however,
urge on the Government the advisability
of holding bacek, if it is possible te do so,
any tenders that may have been received
in connection with inereasing the plant at
the Iast Perth station, because, whichever
way we look at it, it is only a matter of
time hefore we shall have to embark upon
nu eronomie scheme to suit all conditions.
I am sure that the present Government
are in favour of labour-saving devires.
They are rcalled the Lahour Party, but 1
am convinced that in their hearts they
are in these days a labour-saving party,
trying to gmet the best results in every
peasible way. The question of conveying
power from the pit’s mouth over a copper
wire will have to be faeced at no distant
date. This has been done in Vietoria, as
wa are aware. 1 think that 114 millions
has been spent there already.

The Miniater for Lands: We sell current
here cheayper than thev do there,
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My, NORTH: I know, but that does
not alter the fact that we are dealing with
a department that handles the coal traffie.
Wa do not know what is the real cost of
handling the coal. There ard such things
23 book entries. Sooner or later it will be
found essential to embark on the scheme
of generating at the pit’s mouth. I have
had intimations from varions engineers to
the effect that we should embark wpon
such a scheme at once.

The Minister for Lands:
find the money firat.

Mr, NORTH: We can find money for
land settlement which is problematical.
For months I have listened in this Cham-
ber to complaints hy members that we
have mo imports to balance our exports.
That to a great extent accounis for the
money difficalty in London. Tt is due
largely to the fact that we have no sce-
ondary industries in this 8tate to purchase
the wheat and wool that we produee.
That guestion will be solved very quickly
if we turn our attention to the generation
of electricity at the pit’s mouth at Collie.
We shall thus have cheap power, not only
for tbe metropolitan area, but for the dis-
tricts between Perth and Collie. The
Premier told uws a few days ago that he
was astounded at the enormous strides
made in the last five or six years in the
development of electrical power in Perth
and the consequent development of indus-
tries. The Estimates submitted by the
eommittee that investigated this question
of the local production of curreii were
erroneous, that is, taking into considera-
tion the inflax of trade if the scheme was
started in the proper way and in the
proper time. We must remember that
every additional million units consumed
in Perth means extra haulage of coal over
hundreds of miles. How much more ecoit-
omical would it be to convey the current
over a copper wire which would do all the
work for us just as the wires do in this
Chamber when we ring a bell, T wounld
not care if it cost a eouple of millidns to
instal the echeme. The matter will have
+o be faced hefore we go much further.
Wa cannot always depend upon primary
vroduction, No eountry ever beenme great
through primary production; it had to
have secondary industries to act as feed-
~rs and to utilise the products obtained.
Here we have no secondary industries to
speak of so that the trouble cannot be
sured. It can, however, be cured if this
House decides to instal the scheme to
which T have referred. T urge upon the
Premier, while he is in Tngland, to make
% rlose investigation of the Trade Facili-
ties Act which is in force there for the
nurpose of assisting the Dominions in
arecting planta free of cost, on lines 3imi-
Tar to those that I have suggested. TFf he
makes the necessary inquiries he will find
+hat he can obtain a plant on reasonable

We have to
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terms and so begin to cure some of the
troubles from which we are suffering.

Item, Electric Power, East Parth, £70,000:

Mr, SAMPSOXN: I understapd that the
vower station at East Perth has almost
reached the limit of its power of produc-
tion, and because of this there is somu
anxiety in respect of the extension of
rables into new districts. I know that the
value of ecurrent camnot be over-estimated
and that in regard to smnall ceatres such
as Canning Valte, Kelmscott, Maddington
and other places to whieli cables have
been carried, there has been added pros-
perity because the power provided has
enabled owners of crchards to instal
pumps. I had the oppertunity last Satur-
day of going over an orchard where an
electriec pump had been pat in beside the
Canning River. That orchard had been
turned from a won-paying inte a reason-
ably paying proposition. | am anxious to
know whether the amount provided on the
Tstimates, £70,000, will permit of addi-
tioual extensions being made to East Can-
nington, Maida Vale, Mundaring, Sawyers’
Valley, Parkerville, Mt{. Helena and other
nlaces. The people in those centres are
anxious to secure ihese facilities and are
prepared to pay. En many instances they
have put np guarantees. I Kaow that re-
garding Muondaring the proposition will be
payable. Again, the pumping stations have
to rely upon firewcod, and that means the
coostruction of roads, Carrying the
current to those places will alsg make
gardening  possible in  many instances,
where at the present time it is quite im-
possible.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
ovrevious Government called tenders for
gxtensions to the power house and these
have been received but not yet dealt with.
‘When the work is earried out we shall he
able to make extensions all over the metro-
palitan area.  Like everything clase, it is
just a matter of money. When the addi-
tiona! plant haa been installed we shall be
able to augment our services in  many
direetions. I know that the extensions
®i)l pay, but we have not the means with
‘which to carry them out. We are unlike
other capitals where they do not have {o
look to the Government to supply every-
thing for publi¢ utilities. Tu some of the
other cities there are hoards coutrolling
these institutions, and they raise their
ywn eapital and work can be carried ont
quickly and cheaply.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: If we had some-
thing similar our loan expenditure would not
look so big.

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: That
iz s0. We ean onlv raise sufficient money
esach year to enable us to do a certain
amount of work. We could do three times
as much if we could increase our loan ex-
penditure, but that is ont of the question
jnst now when the price of money is so
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high. That is one of the items we have in
mind for the future. When the plant is
extended we shall practieally double our
output.

Mr, Sampson: The people residing in the
hills appreeiate what bhas been dome, and
they hope tha scheme will be extended.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
ghall not be able to extend those fucilities
until we bave sufficiert plant.

Item—Lakeside-Celcbration railway pur-
chase, £18,600;

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON; I believe the line
was an old timber railway. Has it been
purchased and handed over to the Working
Railways?

The PREMIER: The railway was pur-
chased for the amount specified in the Esti-
mates. It was a timber line no longer ve-
Auvired by the company. Secing that it
served the Hamplon Plains mines, it was
considered unwise to allow the rails to he
pulted up. People had to comvey all their
gupplies from Boulder to Celebration.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Particularly
water.

The PREMIER: Yes. Conseguently it
was decided to purchase the line and it has
been operated for some months now.

Mr. George: It is a very reasonahle price.

The PREMIER: It is slightly more than
the hon. member suggested when in charge of
the department. The line is of great bhenefit
to the people it serves,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We are all
agreed that the line shonld have heen pur-
chased.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Harbours and Rivers, £€01,600:
Item—Fremantle Harbour Works, £65,000:

Mr. SLEEMAN: Portion of the Fre-
mantle distriet has been neglected. T refer
to the jetty and harbour facilities at Thomp-
son’s Bay, Rottnest Island, The jetty ia
in a dangerous condition. The last time T
was there, it was one moving mass and a
boat of any size would probably earry it
away. We are cndeavouring to popularise
Rottnest Isfand as a lovrist resort and in
fairness to the people who go to the island,
their lives should noet be endangered when
they are landing. T hope something will be
done very soon.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. memiwr can-
not discuss that matter on this item. Item
42 refers to impruvementa to harbours and
tivers, and he can discuss the question on
that item.

Mr, SLEEMAXN: Only recently the Min-
ister for Worke, when discussing union mat-
ters, said that Rottnest came within the
home port of Fremantle. That being so,
any works must come within the scope of
the item relating to the Fremantle harhour
works.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The CHAIRMAN: XNo, you must deal
with the point under the later item.

Mr, SLEEMAN: Dealing with the Fre-
mantle harbour itself, some provision should
be made for a dock there. Fremantle will
never he an up-to-date port until those facili-
ties are provided. When it was found neces-
sary to terminate the vegotiations for the
purchase of one dock recenily, the Govern-
ment should have made inquiries with a view
io securing another dock. Fremantle is the
first and last port of rall in Australia, and
vet there is hardly adequate provision for
the docking of a fishing boat! Something
should be done in this matter as soon as pos-
sible. While the Premtier is in England, he
should look into this question.

Mr. Taylor: And bring back a dock with
him.

Mr. NORTH: I support the remarks of
the member for Fremantle. Tt is rather a
commentary on the value of a trust in con-
trol of snch a hig undertaking as the Fre-
mantle harbour that they have not been ahle
to provide a dock there.

The Minister for Lands: 1t is not within
the provinee of the trust to purchase a dock.

Mr. NORTH: That is unfortunate be-
eange neither the Govermment nor private
enterprise can deal with the matter. The
Government are overloaded with linbilities
and private enterprise cannot step in beeause
of the existenee of the trnst. A year ago I
notieed in a report furnished by the P. & O.
Company, reference to the fact that owing
to the absenee of docking facilities at Fre-
mantle, they had decided to make Sydney
their terminal port. The suggestion at
the time was that had docking facilitics been
available at Fremantle, the company would
have probably made that place the terminal
port. T made this question one of the planks
of my platform during the eleerion, and I
set out to take advantage of the firat op-
portunity to stress the impertance of a dock
at Fremnntle.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Parlia-
ment agreed to the construction of a dock
at Fremantle some years ago.

Mr. North: It was very unfortunate.

The MINISTER FOR T.ANDS: As a re-
sult of that we have ome horth there that
cost va not less than £200,006. Seeing that
one additional berth was provided az a re-
sult of the exeavation, it was not all wasted.
We are limited in regard fo our expeunditure.
Some years back we c¢ould have got a tloat-
ing dock for £R0,000, but the people of Fre-
rantle would not kave it. Then later on
there wans the attempt to eonstruct a dock.
No less than £2,265,000 is required for
land settlement purpeses. I want another
£300,000, If members desire land settle-
ment and want works to go on as well,
they cannat have hoth. Provision is made
in the Tmimates for £1,500 for a slipway
at Arthur’s Head.

Mr. Sleeman: That will not take a deeent
sized hoat.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I give way
to no man in deocatinigthe provision of
facilities for Fremantle. the member for
Mt. Margaret (Mr. Taylor) koows, if Parlia-
ment had taken notice of my objection years
ago, £200,000 would not have been wasted
there. The Government will not put a dock
at Fremantle uunless it is one that will meet
all the requirements of the port. No matter
what agitation may be started, we shall not
buy a dock that is useless. When the time
arrives and money ia cheaper, tho question
will be considered. ¥t would be unwise to
think of 5)&yin,g 6% per cent. for money.

Mr. BSleeman: You wounld not suggest
waiting until money is cheaper ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Qut interest
bill at present is very high, but we hope in
a few rs money will be cheaper and then
we shall be able to do more work. No one
to-day would undertake works, merely for
the sake of doing them, with money at 6}
per oent. Mombers will find that the Teeasurer
has provided for nearly a million more than
the amount he is allowed to borrow, and he
will have considerable worry to earry out all
the worka set down for the curront year. We
want the country to progress; we want to
carry out works; we want our harbours
and railwaya up-to-date, bat the money is
not available at present, and we must cut our
coat according to our cloth. The member
for Northam last year found himself in &
precisely similar position. )

Ttem—Improvement lo harbours and riwvers,
£15,600.

Mr. HUGHES : I congratulate the Govern-
ment on having taken into consideration the
important work of reclaiming the Swan River
foreshore above the Causeway. For many

ears wo have waited for something of the

ind to be done. For a mile abave the Cause-
way the low-lying flets and swamps have been
a breeding place for mozquitoes. To minimise
the mosquito nuisance, the municipality of
Perth has been spending upwards of £700 &
year for kerosens, If the municipsl authori.
ties continue spraying stagoant water till
doomsday they will not succeed in eradicating
tho pest. They can ouly hope to keep it in
cheek, It is recognised that the only way
to eradicate tho post is to reclaim ths marshes
and do away with the stagnent pools. When
the river is high, the water rums over the
marshes, bat in the summer it does not drain
baok to the main channel, and there is some.
thing like 400 acres of swamp land carrying
stagnant water. These pools must be drained
into the main channel.

Mr. North: What about getting mosquito-
eating fish ?

Mr. HUGHES: I am afraid they would
not reign 10 minutes ; I would wager on the
mosquitoes to eat the fish in no time, _

The Premier: They are some mosquitoes
down there.

Mr. Taylor: I believe they rear up on
their hind legs and drink out of a bucket.

Mr. HUGHES : From a health point of visw
the mosquito pest is bad, and it is an aanoy-
anco to the people. Since the septic tanks
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and filter beds have been there, the refuse
has been filtering into the river, and this has
been responsible for stimulating the growth
of algas. The expert, Longley, pointed out
that there was more fertilizer going into the
river per acre than many farmers used on
their land.

Mr. Sampson: He pointed out that the
filter beds had nothing to do with the presence
of the algae.

Mr. HUGHES: He ssid the nitrogenous
matter that fltered into the river was etimula.
ting the algae. At East Perth and Como, the
algae im a nuisance and a menace to publio
health. :

Mr. Sampaon: Algae exists in all gimilar
waters.

Mr. HUGHES: The expert recommended
the dredging of the river above the Causeway
to a depth of 5it. and the filling up of the
swamps with the spoil teken from the channel.
A large quantity of ashes from the power house
could be used for the reclamation work. The
member for Canning (Mr. Clydesdale} has
been responsible for reclamation work on the
eagtern side of the river, and it has proved
highty succesaful. Experts point out that if
o 5it. channel were dredged and the marshes
drained, 320 acres of land on both sides of
the river could be reclaimed. If the river
be given & decent scour, it will carry away the
algae, and thus minimise the effect of the filter
beds on the river.

Mr. Griffiths : And fake the algae to Ned-
lands.

Mr. HUGHES : No.

Mr. Sleeman: It would take the algae to
Fremantle,

Mr. HUGHES: Then it would be Fre-
mantle’s job to paes it on. If the member
for Fremantle can persuade the Premier to
extend the harbour to Roltnest——

The Premier: The algae may be Leld up
at the salubrious suburb of Claremont.

Mr. HUGHES : I think it would have more
respect for that suburb than to lodge there.
I undergtand the placing of the item on the
Estimates is a tentative arrangement. The
City Council are spending £700 to minimise
the mosquito pest, and the revenue of the
city will benetit largely if the reclamation
work is undertaken. I agree with the Premier
that the council should stand in and bear
a share of the coat of this work, or else pay a
percentage of the interest and sinking fund
year by year. I am dealing with this question
becanse the member for Canning is absent in
the Eastern States. With the 320 acres re
claimed, the municipality would have land
for & first-class esplanade on the eastern shore
of the river. Victoria Park is growing at such
a rate that I should not be surprised if 20 years
hence we have a city east of the river.

Mr. Griffiths: The reclamation would be
the making of Victoria Park.

Mr. HUGHES : It certainly would stimulate
the development of the district for residential
purposes. The City Council should be pre.
pared to pay if they can obtain a atrip of land
along the river for an esplanade. The sugges-
tion i8 to dredge at Park Harrison igland, and
turn the remaining part into botanical gardens
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The land will increase in value and the rates
will go up, so that it should be a sound go.
position for the city of Perth to bear its share
of the cost. It is claimed for the mosquitoes
in East Perth that they have carried more
men into Parliament ¢han anything else.

Mr. Panton: What will you do if we get
rid of them ?

Mr. HUGHES: They will be unable te
carry any new member in. The work I men-
tion will beautify the river.

. The Premior ;: The City Couneil must come

in.

Mr. HUGHES: The Government have
shown their willingness to play their part,
and I believe the City Council will do theirs.
I upderstand the intention is that the Minister
for Works will have a conference with the
members of the City Council. This is the first
time this matter has been placed on the Esti-
mates and I hope that some lasting good will
result.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Water Supply and Sewerage, £669,100 :

Ttem—=Sewerage, Perth and Fremantle, elc.,
£86,000 :

Mr. TAYLOR: Will the Premier explain
whether any portion of this money will be
devoted to the sewerage of Leederville ¢

The PREMIER : This is mainly made
up of work now in progress at Subiaco. The
main outfall for sewerage is under construe-
tion. There will also be money for house
connections in any areas already reticulated.

Mr. NORTH: The select committee ap-

inted by the Legislative Council to inquire
into the metropolitan water supply recom.
mended that the storm water drainage for
Bubisco should be stopped pending the arrival
of the new engineer-in-chief. 1 understand
it is intended to construct separate concrete
drains for sewerage and storm water. The
poople elong the coast between North Beach
and Fremantle are very much concerned about
the disposal of sewage into the eea and
fear o repetition of the trouble that hes arisen
in the river, I hope that every care will be
taken to render tho sewage harmless. It
should be possible to use the sewage matter
for the establishment of a farm on the sandy
areas between Subiaco and the coast,

Item—Metropolitan Water Supply, £437,000 :

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : In to-night's paper
the report of the select committee appointed
by the Legislative Council is published. This
ecommittee went exhaustively into this ques-
tion.

Mr. Panton: What does it say ?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I have not yet
had an opportunity of going into it, but I Iﬁgﬂe
the Premier will see that the report iz cerefuily
weighed by the officers of the Department and
that something is done to reduce this expendi.
ture.

The PREMIER : The report will be care-
fully considered by the Government, and by
the expert officeras of the department.

3Mr. Taylor : They will give it a good skakinp
up.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER : The report is the result of
a thorough and exhauvstive inquiry on the part
of the committee, and is entitled to every
conaideration. Although the interim report
recommended that the Churchman's Brook
gcheme should be stopped, the fngl report
recommends that the waﬁte should be proceeded
with aa it is too late to alter the schemep We
have been unfortunate in our efforts to secure
the services of an engineer-in-chief. No doubt
the work that is in hand will be carried on
safely by the engineers now in the depart-
ment.

Item—Waler SupplyP in  Agricultural dis-
tricts (fncluding drasnege and trrigation and
loans and grants lo local authorities and drainage
boards), £40,000 :

Mr, E. B, JOHNSTON : Have the Govern-
ment made provision to proceed with key
dams ! The engineers have surveyed some
of the rock catchments in agricultural districts,
and I undemtand that schemes have been
drawn up that could be carried into effect.
The people concerned are apxious to kmow
whether the Government are in a position to
proceed with the construction of these works
in time for next summer.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM (Honorary Minister):
The agricultural water supplies have been under
consideration for some time past. Investiga-
tions are now in progress. 1 hope in a shart
time to have a full report from the engineer
for goldfields and water eupplies, indicating
what can be done to satisfy the wants of the

ople in the agricultural areas. gy el .

. BROWN : Has any provision been made
for Kondinin ! This is an important cenire
and producea nearly 200,000 bags of wheat
Last year farmers carted water from the rail-
way station at a cost of 41, 6d. per 100 gallons.
Wheat grown in Kalgarin has also to pass
through Kondinin, There is a dam belonging
to the Railway Department with a capacity
of 7,000,000 gellons. However, during the
last fow years it has been dry. Some engineers
say there is not sufficient rainfall to fll the
dam, others that the dam leaks. Qld residents
contend thet the dam should be cemented, and,
that if it were, Kondinin would have an adequate
supply of water once the dam was
another dam were put down five chains from
the present site, it would certainly hold water.
Again, s weir put across Rock Gorge wonld
provide a storege of several million gallons,
Some Kondinin residents are asking for an
extengion of the goldfields water supply to the
district. I believe the previous Government
promised an amount for investigation of the
possibilities of water supply in tho Kondinin
district. The water position there is worse
than ever this year, rimply because of the growth
of population. If anything is done, it should
bo done quickly, becsuse thunderstorms will
fall within' the next few months, and one
heavy thunderstorm would fill the dams in
an hour.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM (Honorary Minister):
Upon representations made by the hon. member
some time ago, an investigation into water
supplies et Kondinin is now in progress. Un-
fortunately Kondinin has not good holding
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ground, and as a result there is leakage. It is
not necessary for me to point out to the hon.
member what is being done, since, as I have
mentioned, the present departmental action
is being taken at his instance. Howevar, I
should like the hon. member to realise that
there are other districts besides his.

Item— Water Supply in Agricullural Disiricts,
£40,000 ;

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I presume this item
refers to further extensions of works recently
constructed. The Premier, in introducing the
Loan Estimates, mentioned extensions to Belka
and Walgoolan ; but I should like to know
what is proposed with reference to Goomarin,
Talgomine, Yarramony, and North Boddalin.
I recently introduced a deputation to the
Honorary Minister in connection with these
last mentioned districts, the residents ia which
are in even a worse position with regard to
water supply than are the Kondinin people.
Some of them are carting wheat and also
water over a distance of 27 miles. I wonder
whether the Government propose to do any-
thing to facilitate the transport of the coming
harvest.

Vote put and passed.

Vole—Development of Qoldficlds and Mineral
HResources, £105,000—agreed to.

Vote—Denclopment of Agriculture, etc.,
£2,298,442 =
Mr. SAMPSON : 1 know that consideration

has been given by the Government to the
establishment of a pre-cooling shed on the
Fromantle wharf for the benefit of fruit ex-
porters.

The CHATRMAN: That is & work which
does not appear on these Estimates. The
hon. member is not in order,

Mr. SAMPSON: Do I understand thast
referonces t0 & pre-ocoling shed would be out
of order ?

The CHAIRMAN: Yes.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Ih connection with the
establishment of the College of Agriculture
I would draw attention to the need for dving
somothing aa regards the Avon River,

The Premier: The oollege haa nothing to do
with the river. -

Vote put and passed.

Vole—Roads and Bridges, Public Buildings,
ele., £221,450:

ITtem—New Roads and Bridges in Country
and Goldfields Districts, £85,000 :

Mr. SLEEMAN: How is the money goin
to be allocated between the country and gold.
fields districts ? Other distriots should be
treated in the samc way a8 country and gold-
fields distriots. Bridges not coming under this
vote are shsolutely dangerous to the publie,
The Fremantle railway bridge snd road bridge
both require looking after. Being a new chum,
I was debarred from referring to those two
bridges during the general discussion.

Mr. HUGHES : Serely it is not intended to
vonstruet any new roads on the goldfields ¢

The Promier: One never knows.
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Mr. HUGHES : In the metropolitan ares
people are being Lilled daily for tho want of
reilway bridges. The only place on the gold-
fields where a road is wanted is between Kal-

oorlie and Bounlder, and a first-class road has
n there for 25 years.

The Premier: Southern Cross is
agrioultural centre.

Mr. HUGHES : In the Brown Hill-Ivanhoe
district there is no one to use a road if it were
built. Some of the money in this item might
well ba spent in preparing plans for doing
away with level crossings in the metropolitan
ares. With the hard soil on the goldfields,
o pick and shove! to scrape away the salt-
bush suffice for road construction, and therefore
public funds are not needed. The goldfields
are going down, and the chances are they will
nover recover ; 50 why spend money on roads
up there when it is required for level crossings
in the metropolitan area i I do not think
the goldfields will have three representatives
in this House after the next redistribution of
seats, I regret it, but there is no olosing
one’s eyes to the facta.

Mr. MARSHALL: It comes a8 a surprise
to hear the hon. member condemning the
mining industry, for it was that industry that

ve him his first lift in life, and to the gold-

elds he owes his pogition here to.day. Roads
and bridges are essential in the goldfields
areay, and I am glad the Government proposa
to meet the position, st least to a certain
extent. Much of tho undeniable need for
level crossings in - the metropolitan nrea arises
from the recklessness of motor hogs.

Mr. J. H. SMITH : According to the member
for East Perth, the goldfields have no further
need for roads and bridges, Cerfainly we in
the conntry districts want all the money we
can get for the purpose. In Balingup two
men worked 119 days on a new feeder road,
but did not receive a penny of Government
assistance. We hope that this item will pro-
vide assistance for people who are so earnestly
asgisting themselves.

Ttem—Perth Causeway reinatatement, £2,000 :

Mr. HUGHES: This amount will not by
any means bs sufficient for the purpose. If
the reclamation scheme were proceeded with,
a much shorter causeway would suffice. The
Government might reasonably take into cone
sideration the reconstruction of the causeway.
Only by good forbune have wa escaped serious
accident there.

Item—Public buildings (including sewerage
and equipment of new buildings), £87,000:

Mr. BARNARD: I should like to know
whether the words * Other buildings as author-
ised " include the isolation ward for the Bus-
selton hospital

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I cannot
]slay. for I have not tho complete list of items

are.

Mr. BAMPSON: For a long time past a
hot water service has been seriously required
at the Wooroloo Sanatoriom. The work of
installing the service has not yet been com.
ploted. Can the Minister tell ws something
about this ?

now an
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Mr. NORTH: I congratulate the Govern-
ment on the proposed additions to the Hoa-
pitat for the Insane, and also on the renove-
tions of the Old Men’s Home. I trust those
several works will be completed and will give
the necessary services.

Mr. GRIFFITHS : I should like to know
whether the item covers the X-ray plant re
quested for the Kellerberrin Hospital.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE (Honorery Minister) :
The item does not inolude anything for the
X.my plant at Eellerberrin. The hot water
service at the Wooroloo Sanatorium is not yet
completed. T am not eatisfied with the manner
in which the Wooroloo Sanatorium hot water
service is being installed ; in fact I am very
disappointed to fnd that a trial was not given
to the electrio heating spparatus, st all events
in one bloock. This was suggested by certain
engineers in the department.

Mr. Corboy : It should have been dome, too.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Reading the file
earcfully, and the reports submitted, I con-
eider that one Bblock showld have been
given a tria]l before a start was made
with the work of putting in copper pipes for
the ateam process.

Mr. SBampson : The East Perth curreat does
not go that far,

Hon. B. W. MUNSIE: No, bet they
generate their own current at Wooroloo
and there i3 enough for supplying one
block. I cannot wunderstand why the
dega.rtment ingsisted on copper pipes when the
other system would have involved a third of
the expenditure and perhaps would bave been
more satisfactory.

Item—Loans and grants to local authorilies,
ete., £24,450.

Mr. GRIFFITHS : Can the Minister say
whether anything has heen done in connection
with the request wade for accommedation
being provided for the police at Katanning
and at Mechering ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have not
the details here. A lot of these small build-
Inge and minor improvements have betn pro-
vided for on the General Estimates.

Mr. GRIFFITES: What is intended in
connection with the Kellerberrin hospital ?

The PREMIER : Some small edditions were
prowised when I was up there recently.

dtem—Purchase of site at Pt. Heatheole for
mental home :

Mr. SAMPSON: Can the Minister supply

apny information regerding thia item ?
The MINTSTER FOR LANDS : The amount
provided is merely for the purchage of the site.
The work of building cannot be started until
next year.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Other undertakings, £12,900 :

Heri~—State kotels and tourist vesorts, £1,400 :

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : What provision has
been made for increasing the accommodation
at the Corrigin State hotel ! On the last Loan
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Potimates £5,000 was provided for additions
but nothing was spent.

The PRFMIFR : Unfortvnately that £5,000
has dicappeared. I was not able to get hold
of it for this year. I renlise that there is need
for additions to that hotel althoorh a coffes
palace is being erected which will, to some
extent, relieve the pressure regarding accom.-
modation.

Hon. Bir JAMFS MITCHFLL: We @id better
than you; we put the amount on the Esti-
mates.

Item—State Brickiorks, £8,600 :

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: What is this
item all about ¥

The Premisr: A new kiln.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL : But it is buil}
now. What do the Government mean by
Increasing State trading concerns without
coming to the House for authority !

'he Premier: ‘Fhis is only an addition o
meet the demand for bricks. ]

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : Bricks are £4
10s. a thousand.

The Premier:
next week.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Where, from
Armadale ?

The Premier : No, in price.

Hon. J. Cunningham: We bave 1} milltion
bric}s an order now that we cannot supply.

The (HAIRMAN : I will not allow & general
discussion on State trading.

Mr. SAMPSON : I oppose this extension of
Btate Tiading Concerne. This policy ia having
& bad effect upon private enterprize and upon
the geperal development of the State.

Mr. MARSHALL : Building contractors have
been hampered by the shortage of bricks for
ears past, and if it kad not Leen for the State
%rielm orks, it is impessible to soggest what
the price of bricks wonld have risen to. Thers
is plenty of scope for private enterprise in the
industry, but as it is récognised that the exist-
ence of ths State kilns limits profits, there ia
not much indication of private enterpriss
taking adiantage of the position.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM (Honorary Minister):
When Labour took oftce there was such a
demand for pressed bricke that we could not
cope with the orders and it was found neces-
sary to make provision for an additional kiln,
We have now on band orders for 1,500,000
bricks. 1f private enterpiise could coye with
the derrand there would be no necessity or
desire on the part of the State to incur the
additional cost involved in the extra lkiln.
When the kiln is erected we shall be able to
turn out at least 12,000,000 bricks per annum,
as againgt the present capacity of the works
of 7,000,(00 per annom. It is penerally recog-
nised that the Btate bricks are the finest to be
had in the State and are sought by contractors.
Good progress is being made with the work
and w;; hope to have it completed within nine
mohtha.

Voto put apd passed.

We are bringing them down
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Lands Improvement Loan Fund :

Vaotes— Departmental, Salaries, Agriculture,
£1,700 ; Contingencica, Development of Agn}
oulbure, Agriculture, £6,700; Developmnent o
Agriculture, North-West, £2,000; Development
of Agriculiural Lands, £13,300—agreed to.

Resolations reported and the report adopted.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED,
1, Closer Settlement.
With amendments.

2, Mining Development Aot Amendment.
Without amendment.

House adfourned ol 10-30 pm.

Leaslative  Council,
Friday, 12th December, 1924,

Paam
Bllls : Industriea Asslstance Act Amendment, 3. 2329
Foreata Act Ameodment, re - 2323

Nmm:ﬂulmon Gums Bailway, za.'. con':'.',
worke?:' Compensation Aet Amendment,

e .y "

]

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 3
p.m., ard rcad prayers.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
AMENDMENT,

Read a third time and pasaed.

BILL—FORESTR ACT AMENDMENT.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—NORSEMAN-SALMON GUMS
RATLWAY.

Second Reading.

The COLONIAYL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [3.6] in moving the
second reading said: Tt was my privilege
10 vears ago to pilot through this Honse
a Bill for the construction of a railway
60 miles northwards from Esperance.
Since then a further extension of six miles
has been authorised. The present Bill is
submitted with the object of autherising
the line to be earried on 59 miles to Norse-
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man, thus connecting with the railway
sysfem of the State. The estimated cost
of the line with water supplies, ate., is
£221,300. At the time the original survey
was made in 1904, Dundas was an active
mining centre and it was thought advis-
gble that the railway should pass through
it. For tbat reason a detour from the
direct route was provided for. At present
Dundas iz deserted, and there does not
appear to be any likelihood of uan early
revival of mining in that part of ihe
Stale. The Mines Department officials con-
sider that although the mining area »f
Dundas hags some rather promising lodes
and is oot altogether neglible, its present
importance shouid not be allowed to stund
in the way of & more direct and uscful
route being adopted. The amended posi-
tion of the line, shown in the plan laid
upon the Table, has important advantages.
It is more than a mile shorter than the
original route eurveyed, it avoids all the
lake country arpd granite outcrops, and
it will better serve the good ag i~nitural
land to the west of Dundas., Members
will naturally desire gome infeormation as
to the quality of the eountry to he served.
It is copsidered that at least 400,000 acres
is wheat land, which would provide hold-
ings for no fewer than 350 settlers. The
balance of the country is gion grazing
land and third-class land, The Lands Da-
partment officers state that the forest
eountry comprises prineipally good red
soil, the timber being morrel, giant mallea
and salmon gum, with open jam flats.
Clearing is inexpensive, and water can he
conserved in tanks. The country east-
wurd for many miles iz pgood agricultural
land, and tho construction of the railway
would enable gettlers distant even move
than 124 miles from the line to carry on,
a8 Lhere are splendid opportunities For
mixed farming and especially Ffor sheap
raising. The Sorveyor Ge-eral has written
a minute on the subject, from which I
quote the following—

The eountry between Halmon Gowms
and Norseman is entirely undeveloped
and has never been made available tor
settlement. Tberefore xno particulars
can be given regarding yields or other
development work. During my recent
vigit to the district, however, 1 tound
that the whole of the eouniry is of uni-
formly good nature and that it will be
possible to design a subdivision provid-
ing for 350 settlers, there being 400,000
acres of first-class Jand within the
630,000 acres clacs*fied. Good rains Lad
fallen prier to my visit, and I was very
pleased to find that all the dams in the
distriet were full and that thern was
every prospect of the water svpplics
being assnred daring the coming
summer.

Apart from the nccessity for serving the
agricoltural and pastoral lands along thr:



